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CONFIDENTIAL

DEARII-1NT OF VHE 'AU*IY
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96V25

AVDWKH 1 May 1969

SUBJET: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, ReS CSfVR - 65 (R-1).
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Location: Vicinity of CU GI Base Camp (Xr647153), CU CHI, RVN.
Reporting Officer: Major General Ellis W. Willimson.
Prepared By: Major Michael D. Kearing, 18th Military History Detachment.
Map References: Vietnm, 1:50,OO0, Serai: Li014, Sheets: '131 1, II;
6132 II; 6230 I, II rii, V, 623! I, JT I, TV; 6232, IT, ITT. IV, 30
I, II, IV; 6331 Ill.

1. (C) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities.

A. General. The 25th Infantry Division participated in the conclu-
sion of Phase II and in the initiation of Phase III of Operation Toan Th-n".
The Division's efforts were keyed to finding, fighting and destroying thu
enemy in his base areas in order to preempt his efforts for a new off!9naive.
Indications -%ere that the enemy %as still attepting to launch a followup to
the "3rd Offensive." The prevailing dry season enabled the Division to exert
its full armor, mechanized and heliborne mobility in search of' the enemy.

As the reporting period began, the level of enemy activity varied .from
light to moderate. The last week of Mebruary, however, saw the highesb
levol T cnxy activity since the third offensive in August Lnd Soptemba
of 1968." It became clear that the oe.liea lull h-d been used by the onany
to preo-qe for the general offensive of the Winter-Spring canpaign.

The 1st Brigade operated -4th three naneuver battalions (4th Battalion,
9th Infantry; 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry and 4th Battalion, 23rd Infntry .
(}1echanized)) during most of the month of February. On 28 February, the 2nd
Battalion, 27th Infantry, wai. placed under the operational control of the ist
Brigade, as intelligence reports indicated TAY IINH CITY as a probable t-kr-
get for the V&nter-Spring offensive, These units, working in conjunction
%ith the South Vietnamese airborne battalions (ist/2nd/d/th/6th/th/Nth/9t)
at various times and the lt arn 3rd South Vietnamese Marine Battalions)
conducted offensive operations to preempt enemy initiatives against TAY NINH
CITY. Later, diwing March, the ;2d Battalion, 27th infantry, was returned
to the 2nd Briglade because the majority of contacts were being maae in this
area. hroughout the period, Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, flow
in support of the let Brigade.
FOR OT u7 DOIMLRD-ED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
6 1a ;L1 DEMASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
Inclosure DOD_ DIR 5200.10
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Until the departure of the 2nd Battalion, Z7th Infantry, the 2nd Brigade

was comprised of five Maneuver Battalions. These were the 2nd Battalion, 14th
Infantry; 2nd Battalions 34th Armor (-); 2nd Battalions 12th Infantry; 1st
Battalion, 5th Infantry (Modanized); and the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry.
During March, the Brigade regained the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry and gain-
ad the 1st Battalion, 505th Airborne Infantry, which was to continue opera-
tions in the SIGARMILL (XT4406) area, begun by the Ist Air Cavalry Division.
The Brigade oriented its operations along the BA THU-DUC LAP (XT5505)-4Y HANH
(XT6302) and EENH THUY (XS6297) infiltration corridors, and the PHU HDA DO0G
corridor along the Sagn River. Numerous other operations were conducted in
the HOBO 10ODS (Xr6232), BOI LOI (xr4637), FILH)L (.xT6720), CITADEL (XT5325),
TRAN BANM (XT4919) and TRUN3 LAP (Xr5923) areas. The Brigade continued
daily convoy security missions between 1 C HI Base Camp and DUC HOA along
Highways $ and TLiO, between HOG YDN and TRAM BAN3 on Highway i, and portions
of Hiiwayis 6A, 7A and TL15.- In addition, the Brigade was responsible for
the defense of the PHU JOP/BA E Bridges aid daily designated an infantry
battalion as a Division Ready Reaction Fbrce. A number of combined operations
were conducted with the ist Vietnamese Marines and the 4th Battalion, 7th
Regiment, 5th ARVN Division along the Saigon River and in the FIIJ*L plantation
area.

The 3rd Brigade operated in the northeastern portion of the Division's
TAOR with two maneuver battalions, the Ist Battalion, 27th Infantry and the
Z-d Battalion, 22nd Infantry (Mechanized). The Brigade conducted extensive
sweep operations in the BE OIl (XT4645) and HIHELIN (XT5553) rubber plan-
tations and conducted a large relocation of the inhabitants from the MI(H3LN
to TAT TAM District. The Brigade's efforts were directed towards Military
Pacification by the destruction of enemy forces in a priority established
through coordination with the chiefs of KHEEN HANH and TRI TA1M Districts. The
Brigade also conducted operations in the BOI 10I Woods (XT4637) and TRAPEZOID'
(XT5742) areas.

Activity during the month of February developed slowly. Soldiers from
Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, engaged the enemy in a skirmish north of
GO DAU HA (XT388312) on 1 February, killing five enemy and capturing six small
arms. The following day, 2 February, they returned to this area and re-
established contact about noon. Troop B engaged an estimated enemy company
entrenched in bunkers. Coordinated artillery and air strikes were placed upon
the position, and Troop B was reinforced by Troops A and C and by elements of
the ist Vietnamese Marines. This action resulted in 30 enemy killed and 16
wounded.

Later that week (8 February) fighting was centered near the Division
Headquarters at CU CHI. Companies A and B, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry,
were conducting a series of combat assaults along the northern edge of the
1LHOL rubber plantation (XT632236). On their third landing, they received
small arms and automatic weapons fire. This engagement lasted three hours.
Sweeps through the enemy position disclosed 12 enemy dead. At this same
time, Copanies A and B of the lst Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) en-
gaged an enemy force just to the east (XT64220) and killed 25 North Viet-
namese regulars. The following day, elements of the 2nd Brigade attempted

Imci 2 Co0N icieNt GJ
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C 0Nfiet C&
t reestablish contact in this- area, instead, they-located a sizable cache of
arms, aMmunition ai0Aex,posiveb.

From this point on, the Division intensified its surveillance and search
of theTAOR. xth last yoars "TST" offensive in mind, and inhesd of the,
intelli ence predictions ,for another, major offensive, all efforts were. bent
towsa gaining early contact vith the enemy and the denial of his ainmitidn
and food supplies.

On 16 Februaryj contact was made just 'south of the HOBO .'bODS with an
.stimated enemy company. :Co;,pay~ A, 'lst Battalion,. 5th Infantry, (Mechanizd):,
mado inital contact. Reinforced by Comany A, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry,

thar combined fire power resulted in 33, enemy dead. The discovery *of caches
increased rapidlir. 1t Bigade elemcnts discoverod t underpoun rar use
hnkers . eleven -kilometers northeast of TAY IH 9(XT370556), on 18 February,
containing 1700 rounds, of mortar, recoilles'srifle and ;1G ammwition. X,
combined strike I Air FbrceJets and OCera Gunships of the 17th Aiir Cavalry,
destroyed 210 tons of rice, five tons,of tillet~and ti and onehalf' toh -of'
salt in an area -northwest-of TAY 11H (IWT966568),. Resaits were confirmed by
a ground assessment by-the 3rdiBattalion, 22nd Infantry.

In the: 3rd Brigade area, .28 enemy were killed.on 21 February. A listen;
ing post-,from Company B, 2nd. Battalion, 22nd Infatry -(echanized), detected"

movment near their night laager several kilometers west of DAU TIENI (Xl449452).
The 'Battalion initiated the action with organic weapons _ad supporting artillery,
and the engagement lasted for twD and one~half hours. Documets captured id'en-
tified the enemy as- the 5th Battalion,, 95C Vietnamese, _egLient. These cnntacts
signaled the. boginning of -the Winter/Spring offensive.

On 23 Fobrudry, the enemy launched the first-wavo of the anticipated
offensive. The 2nd, Brgade had a Patrol B4se named 'DIAlONP I," three kidb-
meters from the uambodian border (XT337i87), manned by the 2nd Battalions
27th' Infantry. After a ten-minuto -barrage bf mottar and' automatic wea#ps
fire, -the enemy mounted a massive 'assault from the west and the s6uth. In.
spite of all available fires directed against. the attackeis, the enemy pefie-
'trated the protective wire and occupied- three defensive bmikers on the soi'th-
west side of the perimeter. Direct fire from artillery i thin the perimeier
halted- and repelled the enemy penetration. At 030 hours, a sweep of the;
battle area disclosed .11 enemy dead.

Meanvhile, DAU TIEIG Base Camp (XT49I7), received a similar attack by
a reinforced sapper battalion preceded by a mortar and rocket attack. A,
squad sized- enemyforce penetrated the eastern side of the perimeter, made
their way into the aircraft revetments and planted satchel charges,, dam6ging
tio aircraft (OV-iO) 'and, one~helicoptr (IH).' A penetration of the sotithern
sector was contained by an interior reaction -force. This attack cost the
enemy 73 dead and 14 captured, along kith'the loss of 33 weapons -and 205
satchel charges.

While both DAU T130 and Patrol Base DIEAMOND I were under attack, a
third enemy attack developed at Fire Support Base MAHONE II (XT521419),1 ,
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located in the TRAPEMID area several kilometers soith of DAU TIEWI. The fire
support base received a heavy volume of small, Arms, automatic weapons, M.G
and mortar fire. Tear Gas was also used against one portion of the perimeter
in an apparent attempt to mask n penetiation. This attcmpt failed, in the face
of the coordinated defensive fires. 'The enemy was forced into a complete
withdrawal to the northeast through the YMIC1ILIN Rubber Plantation. The

*enemy left 38 ded behind.

On the afternoon of 24 February, interrogation, of an enemy prisoner
revealed plans for a second attack on Patrol Base-DIAMOIM. Radar and visual
recomaissance of movemnt around the base cohirmed this. Iniardicitry fire
and air strikes were initiated immediately. At 0100 hours, the base again
came under' attack. The base responded with organic weaponr, artillery fires
from three batteries, helicopter gunships, air strikes and artillery direct
fire in a continuous coordinated volumeof fire., US losses were one killed
sid three voundad., A sweep of the battle area ,at daw disclosed 78 enemy dead.
Early w~rhi4 and a heavy concentration of coordinated firepower produced this
Victory.

To the northeast, the enemy again sought defeat by a-second attackon
Fire Support Base1ADOIE II.. The sane type-of maised firepower response usedt
at DIAMOND I, resulting in 24 enemy killed and five captured.

The Division Base Camp at a] CI (XT6315) cane under attack at 0400 -hours
on Z February. Fighting began along the northwestern portion of the peri-] meter. -At0430 hours, the camp began receiving fire from 122.mm and 10hmn
roccets arA. 75va recoilless rifles, coordinated iith a probe on the western

sector and a subsequeht penetration of the southeastern sector, uhere a sapper
team succeeded' in- destroying nine (H-47- helicopters and damaging tvo others.
The cinp's interior defenses and air and artillery fires prevcnted any further
exploitation. Thirty-one- encMy' were -killed and eight captured duringthe
fight. This -attack on (1 CI concluded-one of :ie' most active weeks exper-
ienced during the quarter One thousand and thirty-eight enemy were killed
aid four hundred md fifty-four ueapons uere captured,

Zxtensive riverine operations were conducted in the Division area during
the month of February. On 8 February, the 3rd Brigade and the 28th River
Assault Group began Operation HUCK 'FIN III along the upper Soaion River. The

'Andssion -was to continue deroliation of the banks and to search areas not
covered in Phase II. Large amounts of enemy supplies were uncovered in the
densely vegetated tributaries, and by 15 February an dditional 20 acres of
shoreline were cleared.

On the western side of the-Division TAOR, Operations KEL HAUL 1 (8-i11
February) and KEM HAUL II (21-24 February) were conducted along, the VMl 0
DON River. The Division provided ground reiction forces to exploit contacts
made by naval patrol boats along the river. The success of these operations
cannot be fully evaluated due to infrequent contact with the enemy, however,
these operations did restrict enemy movement and use of base areas in this
region. The concept of this combined operation will be further developed.
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The month of 1 arch -w charaterizcd by continucd heavy activ;ity in la.

,Brigade areas. The newly eeuted .offenswve ha ,air&51 f umenttn. 'lhe
Division intensified its search for tie enmiy thr6igh e-tensive gouihd recon.-
naissance, Armoal.e operadns, and idespread acrial, reconnisnce. .)is
approach br('i-,ht success, as elenacits of the Division began 1o l.t the enemy
in his stiging -#ees.

Ainong the most succossCl operations during ilie month were in; are-as con-
t!dlled by the 2nd Drigade deep ithin the G[TAITJ1. and 1XI LO' IL)ODS. On March
4th, Cmpany 0, 2nd Battalicn, 12th Infantry, perforied a combat assault onl'
eight miles northw.stof W' (i (.T547250) and aicountered a heavy Yltnie of
fire from a i.i.li concealed and entrenched enemy battalion The contact was
Ireipforced by a task force of three rifle, oie'nechanized, and one tank com-
pany. Three thousand raund of supprtirg artillery were £.red. This engage-
ment lasted until 1800 hburs. An evening sweep of the area revealed 84 envy
dead. The combined forces 'established a night defensive rositAoiin the area,
Early the- next mrning, tLds position receival a heavy attack 1:5- fire a.d a
subsequent ground attack. Artillery, helicopters and fighters broke the assault,
and caused the enemy to leave another 71s de.di on the battefield, U.S. casual-
ties, by contrast, -ere light, 11 1.'2-led,, 37 wounded.

The two day period, !7 to 19 Hi.rch produced -several i1l conaidred,
enemy attempts to defeat 2nd Brigale urdt , A night attack on oopany. A, lst
Battailion: 5th Ihfantry (Mechanized), res.A td in 30, naunydead on, the 17th.
Iater that same' day, CompAny C, 2nd Battalion, i2th Infantry, fought an engage-
ment (Xr565227) with an ,enemy force in an open area, ',ithout reinforcement,
through classic fire and maneuver, Capany C kiU1ed 33 of the enemy, at a cost
of one %Dundt-A U... soldier. Thi6 s,-,e enx:.t force a ,ttack ed. Gwmpftny:-C -two d,&ys
later in a night defensive position in the sane da, The cover of-darkness
did not imnprove tdhir situation. Thcy lost. 33 .iA again, T11he enemy became
increasingly reckless, a he -attacked a night defensive posi:tdon of Company A,
2nd Batt'alion, 12th Infn-ntry, in this same xra r Xla )) on M)'4rxch. The
massel d~fnsive fires -around the position produc-td; ano.ther 27 efany dead,
A' similir night attack in the CIT1AD, area (-'-5 ,2.3) on 21 'Mwch cost the
enemy 26 killed when- he fought Company C, Ist Battali-on, 5th Infantry-(Mech-
anizedl) Numerous small encounters continued in this arva during the ne.t
,week. On 27 and 2841arch, the, 1ivision made ,OPOll the 2nd Battalion, 27th
Infantry, and the 1st Battalion, 505th ihfantry (82nd Airtorne) to the 2ni
Brigade in order ,to exploit the contact gained uith the enemy in' the area.
During the month of rlarch the 2nd Brigade deliverd a major defea to the
Enemy units massed- along the, Saipn River infiltration corridor.

The 3rd Brigade oriented, its operations toward making contact with that
enemy in the MI GLIV'. and TPJd'BEDID areas and around DAU 'IN:G Base Camp. On
th.6th of March, Co'ipany C, 2nd Battalioni 22nd Infantry (Mechanized) made,
contact with an enaiiy force ePnrenched in a bunker complex northwest of DAU

,NG (T4.5953). C6miphy C pinned the enemy to his positionu with their
machine guns, and directed artillery and air strikes onto the bunkers. A
search of the bunkers revealed' 51 enemy killed. A renewed attack on 'Fire
Support Base MAHONE II (XT 5149) resulted in 21 enemy tiClle.
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The month of March also produced several disastrous enemy ambush attempts
against Divisional logistic convoys. The Division's convoy plans had been
vastly improved during the past six month period. The very concept had been
changed from merely defending the convoys to violent counter-attack of ambush
forces. The convoys were reorgcnized into small, well dispersed, march units
with more ground and airborne control elements. Only a small portion of the
cargo vehicles could be caught in the normal i50-1800 meter killing zone.
Control elements could clear the zone rapidly and security elements could
immediately establish a base of fire, while pre-positioned reaction forces
quickly moved in to engage the enemy from different directions. Thus firmly
fixed, the enemy would be destroyed in place by artillery and air strikes.

The first attempt came at 1205 hours, 11 March, agnanst the DAU TEEM
convoy near the BEN IJl Rubber Plantation. Cocpanies A and C, 2nd Battalioni.
22nd Infantry (Mechanized), blocked escape routes to the north and south,
while Company B exerted direct pressure from the east. Combined with this
maneuver, artillery and air strikes accounted for 77 enemy dead. Only three
U.S. soldiers were .hounded and the convoy arrived at DAU TIEM on schedule.
The enemy tried again on 25 March along Highway 19 near the village of SUOI
CAD (4528). Quick reaction by Troop A, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, and con-
bined fire support accounted for anothr h2 enemy dead.

The month closed with the same intense fighting. On 28 March, as the
Division convoy moved toward TAY IiIN! along Highway 26, the enemy engaged
the column with ineffective fire. The convoy quickly cleared the killing
zone, and Troop A, 3r-d Squadrons 4th Cavalry, again moved quickly to the
contact area, and, supported by artillery, helicopter gunships and air strikes,
routed the enemy force, klling a total of 82. On thb following day Company A,
4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry (Mechanized), ,while parforming mounted recon-
naissance ahead of a convoy, encountered a tmn-company force in the CAU KHOI
Rubber (XT3649) at 1110 hours, Company C of the sans unit reinforced the
contact and with supporting firw they killed another 41 enemy.

April saw a general decrease in the largcr enemy initiated contacts with
the -meeption of the border area, where the cnzmy again made several unsuc-
cessful attnpts against Ist and 2nd Brigade patrol bases. Indications were
that his plans were being modified. He uould place increased emphasis on
disruption of the pacification effort by attacks on GVN controlled hadlets.
assasinations and sabotage. U.S. Foxces would be tied down by attacks by
fire, attacks against supply rouates, and by heavy ground attacks along the
border, close to enemy sanctuaries. As the larger enemy concentrations
became difficult to find, the Division spread its search ider, using smaller
elements to cover more area. Mounted reconnaissance, platoon sized Eagle
Flights, combat assaults, saturation patrolling, long range reconnaissance
patrols, visual reconnaissance, and a variety of detection devices were employed.
Increased emphasis was placed on combined operations with Regional and Popular
Forces, not only to improve their performance, but to cover more area. Greater
emphasis was placed on night operations. These tactics produced results: The
nunber of contacts was high, and the number of enemy killed and enemy weapons
captured was the largest since May of 1968,

V1 V



.1

/1 JAL) 7

On thv 2nd of April, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, detected
movement outside of its night defensive position near TRUNG LAP (XT556219)o
At 0045 hours, the Company nngaged the enemy with organic weapons, artillery,
and helicopter gunships. the enemy returned fire with automatic weapons.
RPGs and mortars, but inr lirted no casualties. At first light, Company D
counted 49 enemy bodies. On the following day, Company A, 4th Battalion, 23rd
Infantry (Mechanized), in a combined operation with the 164th Regional Force
Company north of the CAU KHOI Rubber Plantation ( XT364494), engaged an enemy
squad and killed six.

The 5th of April saw the beginning of another series of attacks on the
2nd Brigade's Patrol Base DIAMOND II, which was shifted along the brder in
the ANGEL'S WING sector (XT3322) as a lur. for t^ -- ' "'" ""U^

temptation was too great* At 0130 hours, ) .apr-u, the case detecteo move-
ment in the area and engaged it with artillery. The eneny responded with
direct and indirect fire, followed by a ground assault. The defenders reacted
with a carefully prepared fire plan. Organic weapons, aerillery, light fire
teams, aerial rocket artillery and air strikes broke the assault and made the
enemy pay 20 to 1 for the attempt. Eighty-one enemy bodies were counted. U.Se
losses were four killed and thirteen wounded, At 0145 hours, on the 8th of
April. the DIAMOND defenders, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, e:ngaged an enemy
company with artillery and helicopter gunships, killing another 16 of the
enemy.

The enemy made another attempt against Patrol Base DIAMOND III early
on the morning of 15 April (0315 hours). He had learned something from his
previous defeats. This attack was launched from prepared fighting positions,
was preceded and sustained by some 800 mortar and RPG rounds, and involved
an estimated two enemy battalions. The defenders, however, were ready, since
they had detected enemy movement by radar and listening posts, and initiated
the contact with artillery. The Division supported DIAMOND III with the full
arsenal at its disposal. The concentrated, continuous fire from automatic
weapons, artillery, mortars, aerial delivered rockets and machine gun fire,
and bomb sorties resulted in 198 enemy killed and eight captured. This
success was achieved through the application of the fundamental principles
of defenso. The enemy was induced to fight at a place of our choice. This
position had flat, well cleared fields of fire, protected fighting positions,
and wire obstacles. All available supporting fires were pro-planned and
well coordinated, The defenders were alert and had early warning of the
enemy's approach. The same fundamentals would produce an even greater
success later in the month at a place called FROTIER CITY,

The enemy was not quite so bold on the 17th of April when he hit
Patrol Base DIAMOND with 40 rounds of 82= mortar fire, Even this limited
engagement cost him 20 dead as the base coiter-fired with their own mortars
and artillery.

The 2nd Brigade area continued to proauce the major contacts, particularly
in the CITADEL area (XT5225). On 5 April, Company A. 2nd Battalion, 34th
Araor, made contact with an enemy platoon north of TRANG BANG (XT575249).Reinforced by supporting fires, they killed 17 of the enemy. Two days later,
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in the sais aroa (XT572244), 0)ments of the 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry
(Mechanized) and the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, under the operational
control of the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor, engaged an enemy force and killed
33.

On 11 April, Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) was
attacked in its night defensive position in the HOBO WOODS (1T560280) at
0320 hours. With the assistance of supporting fires, the company killed 33
enemy and incurred no casualties. The enemy returned two nights later to receive
another beating. This time they lost another 24 killed. Apparently intent
on revenge, the enemy hit Company B again on the 21st at 2143 hours
(XT573262) and left another 21 dead outside the perimeter. Company B'S losses
for the three engagements were one man wounded nd one armored personnel
carrier destroyed.

The 20th of April produced another strong contact in the HOBO :OODS
(XW568292), when Companies A and D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, assisted
by Company B, Ist Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) engaged and killed
41 of the enemy.

The 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, along with its Long Range Reconnaissance
Patrol teams was active in and around the CITADEL throughout the month. They
made numerous contacts and destroyed substantial amounts of enemy equipment.
On 7 and 8 April, two patrols operating south of the BOI LOI (xT51434?),
detected small enemy units and engaged them, killing six. On the 9th of
April, Troop B and one patrol located another group of enemy in this same
area and killed 13 with organic weapons and helicopter gunships. The follow-
ing day, a patrol detected an enemy platoon, again in the same area and killed
15 of them with artillery suppo.t.

Activity in the 3rd Brigade area consisted of sweeps through the MICHELIN
(XT5554), BOI LOI WOODS and TRAPEZOID (XT5740). Numercus small contacts were
made. The capture and destruction of enemy supplies and fortifications went
on continuoislyo The base camp at DAU TIENG was harassel constantly by small
arms and rocket attacks. On the 5th, 7th, 11the 12th and 17th of April
the camp was hit by rockets with total casualties of only four wounded &nd
the loss of two trucks, one artillery piece and one building.

On 10 April, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry (Mechanised)
engaged an enemy force in the MICHELIN (XT572527) and killed nine of the
enemy. The following day, Company C of the same unit reestablished contact
in the same area (XT582253) and killed 12 more.

Extensive reconnaissanae in the Ist Brigads area also proved successful.
On 10 April, a helicopter from the 25th Aviation Battalion received ground
fire over a wooded area near the border. Artillery and air strikes killed
63 enemy and destroyed a tunnel and bunker complex. Throughout the month in
the TAT NINH area, the enemy provided a steady series of targets for air
strikes by indiscriminately firing at the Division's aerial reconnaissanee
elements.
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On the 16th of April, Company B, 4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry (Mecl-anized),
while sarching an area of previous air strikes (XT031794), discoverod the
bodies of 93 North Vietnamese soldiers, That same day Company A, 4th Battalion,
9th Infantry, engaged 12 enemy, close to the border and killed 11 of them,

The TAT NINH Base Camp was subjeoted to the same attacks by fire as the
DAU TIENG Basb Camp during the month. Rocket attacks were made on the 6th,
12th, 13th, and 22nd of the month resulting in I US killed and 11 wounded.

As the reporting period drew to a close, the Division reached a peak of
success. Capitalizing on the enemy's desire for a moral victory, the
Division again set the bait close to the border. Following a standard
procedure, a well entrenched company sized patrol base was established within
two and one-half kilometers of the border (XT202242). Work on the base began
on the morning of 24 April0 and all defensive preparations were completed by
darkness. Twenty-one sorties of CH-47 helicopters were used to bring in troops,
bUlldozers, demolitions, fortification materials, crew served weapons and
amunition, Then, following a synchronized plan, wire obstacles, claymore
mines, fighting bunkers, covered sleeping positions, mortar and howitzer pits,
ammunition bunkers and an observation tower were all completed in one day.
In addition, fields of fire were cleared all around the position,

This patrol base was named FRONTIER CITY and was manned by elements
of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry. At 2200 hours, 25 Apr, radar in the obser-
vation tower began to detect movement southwest of the base. As the movement
increased, the defenders placed artillery fire on the wooded area southwest
of the base, and called for assistance of flare ships, helicopter gunships,
and tactical fighters to engage all of the suspected enemy locations.

The enemy responded with a barrage of 107mm rockets, 8 2ma mortars, RPG's
and anti-aircraft machine gun fire. At the height of the fire fight, three
batteries of artillery and an AC-4? gunships attack along the southeast and
northwest sides of the base. All fires were coordinated from the base observation
tower, and the 81mm mortars in the base marked targets with WP rounds,

At 0035 hours, 26 April, the enemy launched a battalion sized ground
attack from the southwest. In the face of the direct fire from the
infantrymen in the base and all supporting fires, only 11 of the enemy
reached the wire anM none made it beyond. At this point, the enemy began
to withdraw, but the air and artillery fire continued to pound him, A
police of the battle area on 26 April revealed 214 enemy dead. Friendly
casualties amounted to one man evacuated for shrapnel wounds, Interrogation
of the six enemy prisoners taken revealed that the 271st North Vietnamese
Ar Regiment was the attacking force.
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In the early morning hours of 2? April, the enea tried another attack
against a night defensive position manned by Copanies B and C of the 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, just south of the hOBO WOODS (XT557287). This
attest cost him another 100 killed*

The month of April sulminated with 2,058 enemy killed by the Division,
a ratio of almost 30 to 1o The Most significant aspect of these figures is
t'Aat they resulted primarily frow contacts initiated by the Division. Even
the large enemy attacks along the border were the result of Division plans,

Other Significant Activities:

The accelerated pacification campaign, "Colors Up, was completed on
17 February, 1969, This program which had comteheed on 1 Novwiber 1968
was designed to raise the MACV Hamlet evaluation system (HES) ratings of
specific hamlets within South Vietnam. Upon completion of this program,
57 halets were up-graded from ratings of D (contested) and E (VC controlled),
to those controlled by the Government of Vietnam. Th, overall pacification
effort was not seriously affected by the eney attacks during February. There
are indications that the diiruption of this effort will be the primary eneW
objective during the spring and summer.

Several new innovations were developed during this period to deny the
eney the use of sanctuaries, The fireaof these, "THMMDUOLT" involves
dropping cluster bomb units (CBU) into selected areas to canalize the eneW
into target areas which are then saturated with multiple B-52 strikes within
a 24 hour period. Choice areas are then selected for ground exploitation,
Aftorwards, both artillery and radar guided air strikes are directed into the
area at night to further disrupt any enemy attempt to regroup.

A similar technique, named "RED LIGHTNING,* involves first saturating
the area with CS (riot control agent) unitions This is followed by B-52
air strikes. Again, selected areas are exploited by ground troops and after
their extraction, a fo flow up of artillery and air strikes is made at night,
These techniques ba, seriously deteriorated the ene' s combat effectiveness
by forcing him to move constantlyo

Several new night surveillance techniques are also being usedo NIGHT
LIGHTNING involves UH-1 helicopters equipped with Xenon searchlights and a
Cal .50 machine gun or 7.62 mini-gun with the night weapons sight (ambient
light). This provides a night aerial reconnaissance capability, and the
capability for immediate engagement with or without visible light°

NIGHT HAWK is a somewhat different technique. The periphery of selected
areas is illuminated by artillery flares. Within these areas UH4I helicopters
scan the area with night observation devices (ambient light) which intonsifY
the light provided by the distant flares. When targets are observed, they are



marked with tracers and accompanying gunships engage theme This technique
resulted in eight enemy killed in two separate engagements on the night of
27 April and nine enemy killed in three engagements on the night of 29 April

Engineer activity during this period. in addition to their many daily
functions, was oriented toward the CITiDE0 o They were to elnter this
traditional enery stronghold, and deny him the use of the area by destroying
tunnel complexes, trench lines, fighting positions, punji pits, bunkers,
and food and weapons caches.

In spite of continuous encounters with booby traps, *nd numerous attacks
against the engineers and their socurity elements., they destroyed over 1500
meters of trench line, 150 fighting positions, 82 punji pits, 350 bunkers,
3000 pounds of rice. 1000 shelters and over 150 booby t.raps,

One of the most significant engineer efforts was their assistance in
establishing the patrol bases along the borders This was done so
rapidly and professionally that these bases were able to withstand heavy
volumes of fire on their first night.

Toward the end of the reporting period, the engineers began efforts
to relocate some of the fire support bases and to up-grade others in
preparation for the rainy season. Preparing the lines of communication
for the wet season also received increased efforuo

The following section is a detailed daily account of significant
combat actions as they occured in the Divisional TAOR during the reporting
periode Inclosure 1, Tab A, contains the organizational structure of the
Divisions Inclosur 2, Tab B, contains the Division Commander's evaluation
of the use of CS gas during combat operation&, Inclosure o Tab C, concerns
a new device to detect trip wires and detonate booby trapso Inclosure 4, Tab D,
is the detailed Combat After Action Report on the Defefse of Patrol Base Frontier
Cityo

, Chronology of significant actiono Wd Hq, DA
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D. (C) Operations.

(1) (C) The G3 section developed plans and executed operations to
pre-empt Vc/NVA operations and to destroyrVC/NVA forces. TOC Forwrd
continued to function at Tay Ninh. This integrated staff served two
pwpos :

(a) It provided a staff ad command post for the ADC .M
(b) It provided coordination and liason between Division Headquarters

and FWAF in the Tay Ninh Area.

(2) (C) The G3 Air section, coordinated the Division Tactical Air
Support ad B-52 strikes, The USAF TACP assigied to support the Division
wa responsible for controlling tactical air strikes, visual reconnaissance,
assistIng in the developement of B-52 targets and B-52 target bomb damage
asseisment. Thera were 2582 tactical air sorties flown in jtupport of the
Division. The air strikes were in support of troops in ontoy ladin
soDe prop operations, prestrikes and hars sin and interdctory st, k
Bab dmage assesamant w s:

Killed by Air (Body Count) 627

Killed by Air (Possible) 568

Bunkers destroyed 4952

Structures destroyed 307

Secondary fires 104

Secondary explosions 289



(3) (C) During this period there were 81 B-52 strikes consisting, cf
six sorties each flown in support of the Division oj.'rationso Most of
targets were located in War Zone C, the Crescent, the Trapezoid and t.ne
LoL 1bods. Over 21,000 tons %are dropped on troop concentrations, bast -raMP
storage areas, communications centers and infiltration routes. A bomb deAal
assessment was made on each target. Reports from agents, ralliers ?Md
prisoners-of-war indicated that the B-52 strikes lave contributed greatly
to the combat power of the Division and are in large part responsible for
the enemy being defeated in each move he made. These saue rep.rt estimate
the number of enemy dead mid wounded by the strikes well into the thousands
and uncountable quantities of supplies and equipment lost.

(4) (0) The Division Chemical Section, and the 9th Chemical Detachment
continued to support division operations by employment of tactical and bulk
CS, personnel detection, and defoliation missions. During the reporting period
a total of 188 E158 CS cannisters and 1216 M7A3 CS grenades .ere helicopter
dropped in support of troops in contact. A total of 175,80 lbs of micro-
pulverized CS powder was dropped by CH-47 to restrict known or suspected enemy
infiltration routes, base camps and rocket and mortar sites, Additionally,
24,700 lbs of CS powder were employed utilizing the BLU-52 system. Tuo Hun-
dred and forty lts of CS powderwerse employed in bunkers and tunnels. A total
of 14,000 gallons of defoliant were used around base camps and along the
Saigon and Oriental Rivers. Assistance was also provided to the 25th ARVN
Division. A total of 280 hours of flying was devoted to chemical personnel
detection missions using the airborne personnel detector. During Uie re-
porting period an AGAVENO Sprayer and three new airborne perso.nel detectors
were received in the Division,

(5) (C) During the reporting period, Army combat aviation support was
provided to the 25th Inf Div by organic and non-organic aviation units. Or..
ganic aviation units providing support included the Division Artillery Aviation
Sections the 25th Avn Bn; D Troop, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cay; Ist, 2nd and 3'd Bie
Aviation Sections, and E Co, 725th Maint. Bn. Non-org.nic air support was
furnished to the Division by units of the 12th Combat Aviation Group. Primary
assault helicopter companies and CH-47 aircraft were provided primarily by
the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion whose units include the 116th Assault
Helicopter Company, 187th Helicopter Company, and 242nd Assault Support Heli-
copter Company. During the period, the 269th flew the following in suport
of the 25th Infantry Division: sorties flovn - 45,972; passengers transported -

57,444.

(6) (C) Aerial surveillance and reconnaissance missions were flown in
the TAOI by organic aviation units consisting of Troop C, 3rd Sqdn, 17th
Cavalry, of the 12th Combat Aviation Group; the 73rd Surveillance Company
(Mohawk), and the 4th Reconnaissance Airplane Company (Birddog. Primary
aero-meical evacuation of wounded was provided the 'Division oy the 159th
Medical Company.

(7) During the period I November 1968 to 30 April 1969 combat engineer
support was provided to the 25th Division ty the 65th Engineer Battalion
(Infantry Division). Additional engineer support was provided by non-di-
visional units from the 29th Engineer Brigade,

/3



(a) The 58fth lgineer Battalion (Combat) with the 362nd Engineer
bapany (Light Equipment) and the 544th EngLneer Company (Construction

Support' attached, operated from Tay Ninh ard Dau Tieng and provided engin-
eer support in the northern portion of the Division TAOi. Significant
operations incluied repair of the MSR's, paving operation' on QL22 from
Tay Ninh south to Hiep Minh, res'urfacing of Thien Ngn Airfield, construc toh
of aircraft parking facilities at Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng, operations of the
quarry at NuL Ba Den, and various MCA projects,

(b) The 544th Engineer Battalion (Construction) with the 104th Dump
Truck Clompany and the 515th Asphalt Platoon attached, operated from Cu Chi
and provided support in the southern portion of the Division TAOI. Significant
operations included repair of MSR, paving of the MSR from (P 17 to Go Dau Ha,
.construction of aircraft parking facilities at Cu Chi airfield starting on
14 April 69, operation of an asphalt plant at Cu Chi ad various MCA projects.

(c) Land clearing operations con~ucted in the division area totaled
4#334 acres cleared by the 65th Engineer Battalion and 46,339 acres cleirmi
by the 501st Engineer mpany (id Clearing)o I I

(d) Also within the Division TAOI, the 41st Egineer Company (Part
ConstrhctLon) is gaged in constructing pier. protective devices for ths
Phu Cuong Bridge.

(e) Significant activities of the 65th Egineer Battalion (Infantry
Division) during this reporting period have been land clearing operations,
maintenance of LO0, repair of the Gq Dau Ha Bridge., and direct support to
the 25th Infantry D-4sion.

(8) (C) Each manam-'r brigade wais provided with direct' support by a light
artillery tttalion. Alzbough there were some attachMents and detafmt
nornally support was provided as follows:

BRIGADES DS BATTALIONS

lt Brigade 7th Bap 11th Artillery
B Battery, 2nd Bn, 77th Arty
(attached)

2nd Brigade let Ba, 8th Artillery

3rd Brigade 2nd n (-), 77th Artillery

The 3rd Battalion (155m/8"), 13th Artillery provided general support for
the division. However, due to a lack of artillery to adeqataly cover
positions in the 2nd Brigade TAOI, 155mm batteries were occasionally assigned
a DS mission; A 155am battery was also assigned a DS mission to spport the
3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, operating under division control, until tiis DS
mission was given to the newat DS battalion.
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(a) During the reporting period the plan for the movenent of batteries

to support wet season operations was completed and implemetation of the plAn
began.

(V) T.he significant increase in the Dufflebag program during this
period required the establis'ent of new procedures for artillery eploit-
ation of the Air Force DAR t ystem to monitor the devices, as well as the
establIstment of a ground wr-itoring station on Nui Ba Den, A aigniflcaht
amouht of cocrdination was required to get the ijcreased Dufflebag Program
operating effciently. New lines of communication were esdtablished to
peit'rapid exploitation of tsrgets obtained by activation of the anti-
intrusion devices.

(a) Ammunition expenditures for the period were reduced-due to a re.
duction of the ASR. In order to operate under the reduction, ammunition
expenditures on targets developed by sensor device, a.AR, Red Hazes, isual
and photo reconnaissance waere significantly reduced. The expenditure redction
occured at a time when results from all intelligence gathering devices wre
being coordinated under tho Tarjet Informati6n Center to produce a significant
increase in reliable intelligence targets. A request to 4iighew headquartr
for additional amunition to exploit the intelligence targets wue initated.
Ependitures of artillery ammitition by the Division Artillery were:

Caliber February Zach pr-

105MM
total rounds 109,191 101,970 42,449
Rd/tube/day 72 63 26

total roundo 22,224 23,445 10,206
Rd/tube/day 44 43 19

S-inch
total rounds 2,703 2564 1,424
Rd/tube/day 24 21 12

(d) The Target Information Center began operations on 4 April. Its
function is to corrdlate sensory input (MLAR, Red Haze, Chemical Detection,
SPAR, radar, and Dufflebag) and agent and PW reports uith hard' targets and
trail activity revealed by visual reconnaissance and photography to develop
and confim exploitable targets. Targets so developed are then pa.s3ed to
operation elements v4th a recommendation to exploit. When a target needs
closer definition, collection agencies are requested to perform target
collection efforts. The 45 targets developed and exploited during the
month of April yielded 91 RIA (body count). 108 bunkers destroyed, 34 bunkers
damag e , 2 structures destroyed, 6 secondary explosiono, 2 secondary fir., ' 6
crew served weapons (.51 cal MG) destroyed and 1 weapon cache cascovered.

(9) (C) The Division Signal Office continued to coordinate and exer-
cise staff supervision ovr combat communications operating %ithin the
Division.
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(a) In the area of 1M radio communications, one of the most significant
activitibs was the development and implementation of a frequency management
plan for Nui Ba Den mountain. This mountain with almost 1,00 meters ele-
vation makes an ideal retransmission site in the ctherule flat terrain of
the III Corps area. Thus, almost 60 retransalssion nets from 5 US and 2
ARVN major comhiands had migrated there, and 'necause of virtually auton-
omous operations, severe interference problems were developing. With the
cooperation of the II Field Force, Viet Nam, Signal Officer and the Signal
Officers pf the major commands concerned, retransmission stations i4ch
could operate feasibly elsewhere were relocated, coordinated frequency
management began, and more effective communications have been provided all
concerned. Through the Signal Officer, Nui Ba Den Provisional Company,
the Division Signal Officer has continued to exercise technical control of
the retransmission facility which is now operating 46 nets.for 6 US and 2
ARVN major commands, In addition, the coordination and management has
allowed additional nets to be operated hen the tactical situation required,
without any problems. Other problems of the Division Signal: Office have
been in the area of secure page copy tale-communications. To reduce the
volume of traffic on secure H4 radio nets and make these a more responsive
means of command and control, radio and voice frequency teletypewriter assets
were redistributed, operational status of equipment is being intensively
managed, and training programs are underway. The objective is to realize
a responsive, operations oriented teletype communications capability from the
division through the brigade to battalion forward operating locations. In
addition to providing the usual communications support to the divisions the
125th Signal Battalion further expanded its multichannel radio relay support
of the forward operating locations. During the month of April, the highest
level of commitment was achieved with radio relay systems operating between
19 forward locations and the three principal base camps. All battalion
forward CP's as well as several infantry company and artillery battery fire
support bases were supported.

(b) The 86th Signal Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade continued to
provide Corps Area Communications Systems support for the division includ-
ing 9peration of inistrative telephone systems on the three major base
camps, base caup cable plants, and inter-base camp multi-channel radio
systems, which by providing circuits for divisional use made possible the
forward commitment of the divisional radio relay systems.

E. (U) raining.

(i) (U) The Doctrine, Organization and Training (DOT) section of
G-3 expanded its area of interest and responsibility in R & D items and ran
the Lightning Reinforcement Training School, the Lightning Leaders Course,
and the Lightning Mines, Booby Traps, and Tunnel Course. The Reinforcement
Training School, a five day orientation on Vietnan, was completed by 5168
personnel between 1 February and 30 April. The Mines, Booby Traps, and
Tunnel Course, a one day course of instruction on enemy mines, booby traps
and tunnels, was completed by 53I0 personnel. The ten day field leadership
exercise for fire team and squad leaiers, conducted by the Lightning Coabat
Leaders Course (LCLO) was attended by 573 students. Other divisional cownew



of instruction, the instructing unit and the number of trainees fer the period
of this report are ap follois:

COURSE INSTRUCTOR MIT STUDENTS

Sall Arms Inspection 725th Maint Bn 75
Generator Maintenance 725th Maint Bn 84
Mess Management 25th S & T Bn 129
Tunnel Rat LCLC 78
Explosives & Demolition LCLC 78
Tunnel Destruction LCLC 66
Helicopter Load Preparation 25th Avn Bn 129
Lightning Combat Leaders (burse LCLC 573
Lightning Reinforceuit Training LCLC 5168
Marksmanship School LCLC 14

(2) (U) Selected division personnel also atten.ded specialized
courses o instruction offered by non-divisional units betwe I February
and cor April 1969. These course by iles the i unitsbtn 1i lorain
and nubar of 4 aines are shown below:

COURSE UNIT LOCATION

UH-IB, C Airframe 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 1
AJ-IC Airframe 765th Trans En Vung Tau 2
W-ID, H Airframe 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 4
OH-6A Airfrome 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 5
T-53-L-11 Engine 765th Trans Bn Ving Tau 3
T-53-L-13 Engine 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 5
T-63 Engine 765th Trane Bn Vung Tau 6
TEC Supply 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 3
Armament Officer #1 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 1M-5, )24-156 & M-21
Armament Enlisted #2 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 2
)H-28 & J2418EI
Armament Officer j2 765th Trans En Vung Tau 2
X4-28 & XV119
MACV REOONDO 5th SFG ha Trig 9
AN/GRC L63 221st Sig Co IBN 4
Audio Visual 221st Sig Co LBN 3
AN/PPS-5 Radar 221st Sig Co LBN 7
AN/GRC - 106 221st Sig Co LBN 12
TSEC/KW - 7 221st Sig Co LBN 1
Cable Splicer 221st Sig (b LEN 4
Tele Key System 221st Sig Co lE 2
AN/GRC- 50 221st Sag Co LE I
Radio Relay 221st Sig Co LBN 1
Avionics Equip 765th Trans Co Vung Tau 6
4?06 Maint 18thMP W de LMI 3

Marksmanship 9th Inf Div Dong Tam 6
MACV/(ORDS USAID II Saigon 3
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NCR 500 Supv Crs USARV LE 2
NCR 500 E= Cr3 USARV LN4
MIO Cra 525th MI Gp Saigon 3
100 KW Gen Maint 5th LEH Co LBN 2
100 KW Gen Ope" 5th LE14 Co LEN 6
A-IG Transition 765th Trans Co Vung Tau 2
AH-r; Stabilization 765th Trans Co Vung Tau 3
& Cnt
OH-6A Transition 765th Trans Co Vung Tau 3

(3) (U) During the reporting period the Lightning Reinforcement Mobile
Training Team (MIT) conducted 10&mm Recoilless Rifle Training for the 25th
ARVN Infantry Division. A Mobile Iraining Team from the Lightning Mines.,
Booby Traps and Tunnels School conducted mines and booby trap training for
the 5th ARVN Infmntry Division.

F. (C) Intelligence,

(i) (C) Enemy activity during the onth of February consisted of
I the completion of reconnaissance, training and resupply; 2. an early
celebration of Tet, and 3, disposition of some forces toward final staging
areas cand initiation of the general offensive phase of the Winter-Spring
Campaign. Enemy activity dropped to a low level during the Tat Holiday period,
lower than it hd been for the four previous months, The rate of activity,
however, picked up again during the last week and a half of the month to a
level equal to that of the 3rd Offensive in August-September 1968. The COSVN
Main Force units were involved in scattered major actionsp but did not engage
in sustained offensive activity as expected. Preemptive actions by the 25th
Infantry Division along the lines of communication into Saigon had, earlier
in the yeArx disrupted the enemy time schedule and objectives for the lantsr-
Spring Campaagno This same pressure continued to be applied throughout
February and conse(luently resulted in alternate targets being selected by the
enemy. The 9th VCiNVA Division was deployed along the Cambodian border for
the entire month continuing its reconnaissance in areas west of Saigon. The
7th NVA Division was positioned in the Fishhook area during most of February,
but deployed one of its regiments, the 1J41st, to the south for action in the
Michelin Plantation and the Trapezoid area during the last week of the month.
The jst NVA Division continued to operate from bass camp areas in the Crescent
while conducting reconnaissance in the Trang Bang - Go Dau Ha areas. In*
SR-I, thz 88th Regiment was the only unit uhich engaged in major contact, The
SR-i forces operated in support of COSVN sapper el.:nents which conducted
attacks on Dau Teng nd Cu Chi Bae Camps on the 2wrd and 26th of February.
In SR-2, enemy forces avoided contact and continu-d & forts to enhance their
infrastructure and logistical base. Evidence in --ited that the enemy in-
tended to increase PSYWAR activities against aivcI "Xoopso During February,
the 25th Infantry Division killed a total of 1038 'oaemy The major engage-
ments of the month were: (i) on 8 February the 3-d Bn, 88th Regt was con-
tacted by AB-1/5 Inf (M) resulting in 25 NVA UA (BC) and 25 NVA KIA (POSS),



(2) on 16 February A-1/5 Inf (M) engaged an element of the 88th Regiment

resulting in 33 NVA KIA (BC), (3) on 22 February B-2/22 Inf (M) contacted
elementh of the 950 Regiment resulting in 28 NVA KIA (BC), (4) on 23 February
an attack by the 272 Regt on PB Diamxnd was preempted by B-3/4 Cay and
resulted in 109 NVA KIA (BC), (5) elements of the 32 and 141 Regts lost 60
KIA and 5 pA were taken in a preempted attack at FSB Mahone on 25 Februaary
and (6) the ist Air Car Division and 2/22 Inf (M) attacked an element of
the 141 Regt resulting in 97 NVA KIA (BC).

(2) (C) Enemy activity during the month of March was highlighted
by attempts to execute the final phase of the Winter-spring Campaign. An
overall high rate of activity was sustained similar to the latter part of
February, Reports were received indicating the last big push of the offensive
was to take place during 21-25 March. However, this failed to occur. COS7N
Main Force units uere active throughout the manth. The 9th Division operated
out of base camp areas along the Cambodian border and all three regiments of'
the division were identified in major contacts SWd of Tay Ninh City and east ef
the Angelis -ling. The divi'_or. attempted to attack Tay Ninh City from the
southwest on three occasions, but was intercepted and defeated each time by
the ARN Airborne. The 25th Division provided artillery and air support to
these actions. The 18B, 95C and I01D Regiments %ere all identified as being
the maneuver elements of the ist NVA Division. All three of these regiments
were identified in major contacts. At the beginning of the month, elements of
the 7th NJVA Division Headquarters and the 209th Regiment deployed southward
leaving the 165th Regiment to guard supply lines along the Saigon River. The
7th Division intended to cause heavy losses on allied forces, protect supply
lines into the Saigon River Corri.dor and disrupt the GIN Pacification Pro-
gram in the Michelin Plantation area, Allied Forc,,s, including elements of
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division . countered the enemy action in
"Operation Atlas Wedge', during the latter half of the month, inflicting heavy
casualties on enemy forces and completely denying him the fulfillment of his
objectives. In SR-i, main force units concentrated their activities in th-
Citadel and north of Trang Bang. SR-2 was the scene of extensive reconnaissance
and supply activity throughout March. The most significant encounters were:(1) on 4 March the 3rd Bn, 88th Regt was contact by C,D-2/12 Inf and A,C-

1/5 (M) resulting in 179 KIA, (2) the st and 3rd Battalions of the 95G
Regiment lost 154 NVA KIA (BC) and 3 PW's captured in a contact with A-2/22 (N)
on 8 March, (3) on 9 March the ist Air Cay Division killed 109 NVA from the
273 Regiment and captured I PW, (4) the ARWN Airborne, oniO March, engaged
elements of the 271 and 273 Regts resulting in 73 KIA (BC) and 2 PW's cap-
tured, (5) the 3rd Bn, 101 Regt attempted to attack a US convoy on 25 Marah
resulting in 86 KIA (BC) and 5 PWs, (6) on 28 March an ambush attempt by
the 1st Bn, 95C Regiment was preempted b A, C-4/23 Inf (M) resulting in 74
KIA (BC) and (7) on 30 March, the ARVN Airborne intercepted an element of
the 271 Regiment preparing to attack Tay Ninh City resulting in 35 NVA KIA
(BC) and 3 PVs°

(3); (C) The month of Aluil was a period of reevaluation for the enemy.
For the 25th Infantry Division, however, April was the most successful
month in terms of the number of personnel and weapons removed from the
enemy's system, since the Second General Offensive in May 1968. Sources
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indicated that numerous meetings of high level officials were held throughout
the TAOI. The results of the Winter - Spring Campaign were discussed and plans
were made for a Sunmer Campaign. The COSVN Main Force divisions withdrew to
rear bwe areas in Cambodia and War Zone C and conducted training and received
replacements. However, each of the divisions maintained one regiment in an
offensive posture during the month and were engaged in heavy contact. Enemy
action, in each major contact, was anticipated before the engagement was
initiated and allowed 25th Infantry Division forces to achieve maximm'use
of available firepower and support during the peak of battle. In SR-1,
activity was heavy in the Citadel and lower Bo ]oi Idodss while SR-2 was
relatively inactive and continued to rebuild its infrastructure. The Tay
Ninh provincial battalions avoided significant contact during the month.
During April a total of 2058 VC/NVA were KIA (BC)o The most notable engage-
m.nnts were (i) on 5 April PB Diamond was attacked by an element of the 272
Regiment resulting in 81 NVA KIA (BC) and , PW captured, (2) A, C-1/5 Inf
(M) and B-2/14A Inf engaged the ,.d Bn, Quyet Thang Regt resulting in 33 NVA"
aA (BC), (3) an unidentificd NVA unit, probably of the 9th VC/HVA Division,

W&3 located on 10 April by a 25th Aviation aircraft and engaged by air strikes
resulting in 63 NVA KIA (BC), (4) cn 15 April, PB Diamond was attacked by the
2.d Bn, 272 Regt; the attack was anticipated and repelled by A, B 2/27 Inf
resulting in 198 NVA KIA (BC) and 8 PW~s capured, (5) A, D 2/12 Inf and B 1/5
Inf (M) engaged the 2nd Bn, 268 Regt on 20 April resulting in 41 NVA KIA (B),
(6) on 26 April, the 2nd and 3rd Bus, 271 Regt attacked PB Frontier City and
wererepeelld by C-41? Inf resulting in 213 NVA KIA (BC) and 6 PW's captured,
and (7) B, C-2/12 lnf engaged elements of the Ist and 2nd Bs, 268 Regiment
on 27 April resulting in 100 NVA KIA (BC) and 2 PW's captured,

(4) (C) During the period I February through 30 April, the G2 Air Section
as the Division's principal advisor on matters pertaining to aerial recon-
naissance and surveillance, requested, coordinated and disseminated information
gained from visual reconnaissance and interpretation of panchromatic,
camouflage detection, infra-red and SLAR imagery., Daylight., direct support
Mohawk aircraft flew 66 visual reconnaissance and 49 photo missions in Feb-
ruary, 66 visual and 36 photo missions in March, and 41 visual and 68 photo
missions in April. Phase III, Direct. Support of the OV.01 Mohawk Evaluation
test wa. extended 30 day and ended on 18 March, Du, to the excellent resulto
this Division wcpeienced during the direct support phase, it was gratifying
to learn that airect support was extended until conclusions and recommendations
are made from the test data0

(5) (C) Significant Duffle 13g activities for the period 1 February to
30 April are as follow-

(a) At 252145 Feb 69., the west side of Dau 'itng Base Camp (XT4846) was
probed unsuccessfully because c" tne early warning rovided by Duffle Bag
sensorso

(b) Ten sensor device' at FSB Mahone II (Ei' provided early warning

of an NVA/VC att ,k 15 March 1969, The resuA Z± .ho at tack were 21 VC/NVA
KBA (BC), 4 NVA I Is, 32 VC/VA KBA (POSS); '9 b-,, xre torpedoes, 9 57r RR
rds w/boosters, 4 WG-2 launchers, 1 IPG-7 launcm¢, one 60Am mortar tube
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w/baaeplate, 22 60= rds, 35 Chicom HGs, 8 AK-47s, one flamethrower, and
three pounds of documnts captured.

(6) (C) The Target Information Center began operations on 4 April
1969. Its function is to correlate information from sensors, aerial -photo-

graphy, visual sightings and all other intelligence sources to develop and
and confirm exploitable targetz Developed targets are disseminated to
operational elements, When more data is needed to confirm or pinpoint
a suspected target, further intelligence gathering efforts are recommended.
The 45 targets developed and exploited during the month of April yielded
91 KIA/KBA (RC), 108 bunkers destroyed, 34 bunkers damaged, 2 structures
destroyed, 6 secondary explosions, 2 secondary fires, 6 crew served weapons
(.51 cal MGs) destroyed, and 1 weapons cache discovered.

(7) (0) During the period I February to 30 April 1969, members of the
Counterintellignce Section were continuously involved in the production
of timely mid readily exploitable tactical intelligence in support of the
units of the 25th Infantry Division. Through aggressive utilization of source
nets, and the actual participation by C1 case officers and sources
with tactical units of the Division in te exploitation of developea targets,
the C1 Section continued to provide meaningful intelligence support esseatial
to operations in this area.

(a) In addition to tatical intelligence support, the C1 Section
provided a wide range of counterintelligence services to the Division. The
administration of the Voluntee Informant Program (VIP) has become a C1
Section responsibility. Participation by units of the 25th Infantry Division
in the VIP has shown steady increase in FY69 with an anticipated third quarter
monthly average of over 22 informants. This represents a major step from the
Ist quarter of 6 informants. and a significant improvement on the 2nd quarter
monthly average of 14 informahts,

(b) At the direction of the (iief of Staff, the Counterintelligence
Section conducted a major in astigative survey of the sapper attack on Cu
Chi Base Camp of 26 Februr'e 19690 Over a three day period, twelve special
agents from the CI Section inteviewed over 150 persons concerning the
events on the night of 25-26 Fbruary, , In excess of 200 man hours were
expended in the interview., analysis and compilation of information, and
in the prepartation of exhibitso This in depth investigation made possible
the preparation of an accuraLe and detailed report of the infiltration of the
bape camp which was submitted bi HQs, 25th Infantry Division to HQs, USARV.
The study provided significant recommendations based on the findings for
improvements to 'base camp security.

(c) During March 1969, a total of seven VC working on Cu Chi Base
Camp were apprehended through the joint efforts of the Vietnamese MSS.,
National Police, and the C1 Sectiong 25th MID. Subsequent interrogation
revealed the identities of eight former employees of the base suspected
of being VC. In an attempt to tighten controls on the hiring of indigen-
ovs employees, a Civilian Personnel Office (CFO) has been established to
centralize and standardize the processing of new permanent employees to
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include requests for MSS clearances. New procedures have been instituted at
the Main Gate for searching indigenous employees for explosives and any othor
unauthorized itens, and for checking for bogus or erroneous identification.

(8) (C) During February, the VC1 Exploitation Tem employed Kit'Carso0i
Scouts and 3 sources in operations in Due Hoa District, Hau Nghia Province,
In cooperation iith the 2rA Bn, 14th Inf, numberous daily operations were
launched and the results were as follows: 6 VC KIA, 6 VC1 PW's, I 60am
mortar /base plate, 3 AK-47as, 2 anti-tank mines and a VC SDI were captured.

(a) In March, the same area continued to be exploited. One VC wa *
captured, one was killed, and a third rallied because of the close pursuit.
The following were also captured: 2 AK-47s, 1 .30 cal IV, 10 clayre mines,
1 MI carbfie, and 15 1WG rounds.

(b) April yielded an influx of Hoi Chanho3, a the VCE team continued
to harass the Due Hoa infrastructure. Thirty VC rallied to ARVN outpests in
Due Hoa aid Hoc Mn, and two surrendered to MID personnel. In addition te
this the following results were obtained in the field: II VC PW1s, 5 VC
XIA, 3 AK-47 rifles, 1 M16, 2 pistols and 2 BPG launchers captured.

(9) (C) Fram 1 February to 30 April 1969, the IPW Section, 25th MID
processed 453 detainees. This included 140 VC/NVA PW's, 3 VCE, 97 VCS,
26 returneeb, and 188 Innocent Civilians and 69 Ci il Defendants.

(10) (C) During the reporting period, the II Section, 25th MID tcomp3&eh.

ed the following tasks:

Fab MarAP

Mosaie 36 41 33

Area Study 22 30 23

Photo Readout 27 8 24

AF Mission 16 25 75

Misc 9 43 32

The G2 Targeting Section flew 360 hours of visual reconnaissance and
took 1260 frames of black and white photography with hand held cameras.

G. (C) Logistics.

( ) (C) A mcthly average of eighteen (18) di_'fermnt conventional
Clas V items were subjected to ASR control durir-, the reporting period. It
is significant to note that an average of ten of thems munitions required
a minimum of one supplemental allocation each monrh in order to sustain
tactical operations. High dollar/high tonnage itew (ie,, 81mm HE, 4,2"
HE, and artillery rounds) wre the ;rincipal munitions under management



ocntrolp in addition to 40a HE, signal flares (white star parachute). and
2.75" rocketa.

(2) (C) The division received thirty (30) M551 Sheridan vehicles durirg
the period. Twenty-seven (27) were assigned to the 3rd Squaidron. 4th OXvalry
and three (3) as maintenance floats. Training culminated Ath the squadron's
tactical enplo ennt of the vehicle on 23 Febriary° The training program,
prior to deployment was conducted by the New Equipment Training Team and
technical representatives. The vehicle test phase was monitored by the Army
Concept Team in Vietnam (AChV).

(3) (0) X4-706 Commando Cars were issued to the division in late March.
The initial issue was three (3) vehicles followed by tuo (2) nore during *
April. Five (5) additional vehicles are due to arrive in the near future.
All vehicles were issued to the 25th Military Police Company for convoy es-
cort duty,

(4) (C) In an attempt to identify all reportable equipment, the division
established a density list. This list, normally a function of the maintenance
battalions is maintained by the G4 section and has proven an effective manage-
ment tool at the division level. Copies of the monthly list are furnished
USARV, II Field Force, 79th Maintenance Battalion (GS), 94th Maintenance
Company (DS), and the 72th Mainttnance Battalion (DS).

(5) (C) The Periodic Logistics Report was discontinued by USARV. Item
that had appeared on this report will be entered on the bi-monthly Commanes'
Critical Items List (CCIL)o The two reports were a duplication of oflfrt in
various areas; therefore, they were combined. The following statistics ae
a recap of the 25th Infantry Division's CaEL reported as of 30 April, 1969:

(a) Total lines reported: 115

(b) Lines filled by Ist Log Cord: 39

(c) Lines with firm lift data: 12

(d) Lines deleted: 11

(e) Lines awaiting (0NUS reply: 21

(f) Lines under research by Ist Log Comd: 29

(g) Lines under research by USARV: 3

(6) (C) In March 1969 the 25th Infantry Division implemented the USARV
DSU improvement prograu for maintenance and supply LSUs. Acordingly, the
program was established in four phases to accomplish:

(a) Manual review of stock record cards to determine validity of
requirements and postings (Project Clean).

,;3
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(b) Implementation of improved procedures designed to assure that only
requisitions for proper type material and correct quantities are submitted
(Project Edit/Challenge).

(c) Reconciliation of requisitions to assure each is valid and that
material is still required (Project Rags).

(d) A wall-to-wall inventory (Project Count).

(7) (C) Mr. Reynolds Hemnis, general equipment specialist with the
Mobility Equipment Commad, was assigned to the division in late February.
He has provided technical assistance and training for organizational mechanics
in maintenance of power generating and contruction equipment in conjunction
with an on@Ding program to improve the materiel readiness posture of the
command.

(8) (C) Throughout the reporting period, the 25th Division Support
Command Headquarters elements and subordinate units have participated in
Operation Toan Thang, Phases II and III, by supporting the operation from
the facilities located at Cu Chi, Dau Tieng, Tay Ninh and Duo Hoa as well as
providing logistical support to the Naval operations at Go Dau Ha. Support
Command also continued its responsibility for base camp defense at Cu Chi
Base Camp until 20 March 1969. On 20 March the base camp defense vis trans-
ferred to the 26d Brigade.

(a) (O) During the week of 2-9 March, the USARV Annual General Inspection
Team conducted its inspection of the Support Command Units.

(b) (C) Ccrmand emphasis was placed on the retrograde of salvage and
ONEX containers, upgrading the living conditions in all areas of the
Support Command, and management of resources. Increased command and staff
visits to supported units greatly assisted in upgrading the supply, main-
tenance, and ammition status of the Division.

(c) (C) Division Ammunition Office

.L The 25th Division Ammunition Office continued M.ass V support
of all units operating within the 25th Division Tactical Area of Oper-
atiori. This included operations of the Cu Chi ASP.

2A The total capacity of the AM *s reduced from approximately
1340 tons to 694 tons.

IL Total divisional issues during the quarter:

6,4v72



AS' IS$= T]J PUT.
LON TNHO BATTERY

Total Tons Tons/V y Total Tons Tons/aa)

Feb 2,977 106.3 2,161 77.2
Mar 2,928 94 5 2,076 66.9
Apr 2, 562 85.4 1,817 60.6

I.. Trailer loads of retrogrede loaded and shipped to Long Binh AW:

Feb 28
Mar 31
Apr 27

IL The C. Chi Ammunition Supply Point was transferred to the 1st
Logistical Command at the end of the reporting period.

(d) (C) Division Transportation OffLceo

ji The Division Transportation Section continued to coordinate and
schedule the operations of all resupply convoys within the Division Area
of Operations. O3Imand emphasis ws placed upon centralized control of
Divisional assets, maxdmun utilization of 48th Transportation Group
through put assets, and minimizing trailer turn around times, A large
degree of succass was achieved as the nunber of divisional trucks moving
between Cu Chi and forward supply elements at Dau Tie and Tay Ninh
maximized during the period. Tonnage hauled from Long Binh directly to the
consuer -Athout double handling maximized during the periods while thd nber
of trailers requiring more than 2j hours to off load minimized during the
middle of the period. A total of 601 convoys -here scheduled in the area of
operations kith a total volune of 22,051 vehicles. These schedules cam be
broken dowa as follo-A:

Cu Ci - Tay Ninh

MONTH NO. OF O)NTDYS NO. OF VMILES

Feb 54 664
Mar 61 837
Apr 60 -5
Total

Cu fhi - Dau Tieng

Feb 54 775
Mar 61 988
Apr J-0 a
Total 145 201



Long Binh - Tay Ninh

MCUH NO. OF CO YS NO. OF VI GM

Feb 54 3,547
Mar 62 4742
Apr 60-A0

Long Binh - Dau Tieng

Feb 54 1,110
Mar 62 1,421
Apr 60 13
Total I17 3,779

Long Binh - Cu ft±

Feb 37 589
M ar 8 175
Apr 28
To tal 792

Cu ChL - Duo Hoa

Feb 9 67
Mar 12 106
Apr 8 79
Total 29 252

2 The Division Transportation Section coordinates the requirements
tur US Air Force airlift for unit movement and resupply in support of
operations. Airlift data concerning USAF support is as follows:

MONTH- CAO TROOPS SORTIES

Feb 310 12,743 670
Mar 494 17395 840
Apr 27tL90
Ibtal -177 4,628TA3

The Division Transportation Office continued to operate the
hold baggage sections at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh md Dau Tieng. At the end of
the reporting period a contractor from Saigon Headquarters Area Owmnand
undertook the Cu Clt mission -while the Division Transportation Office
contimed vith the Dau Tieng and Tay Ninh mission. Data concerning the
Division begage section is aa follows:



ONH PER3 PVIDED SERICE EL

Feb 679 988 84,428
Ma 861 1,232 101,259
Apr __LL .81 VA.9d
Total 2,300 3,401 243261i

Air Traffic activity at the Cu Chli Airfield is stmmarized. below

Rotary Wing 159,236 hours
Fixed Wing 6,920 hours
Total Activity 166,156 hours

.1L The helicopter rearm point was destroyed during n enemy attack
on Cu hi Base Camp on 26 February 1969. A new facility was put into
operation on 17 March 1969. A summary issue of exparience for the rperted
period is as follove:

2.75 Rocket 38,619 ea
40Om 36,220 rds
7.62 Ctg. 1,825,225 rds
Flar es 5,41 ea

L Aviation fuel expenditures from the Ca Chi AAF aircraft fuel
service activity are as follows:

JP/4 2,181,230 gallons
AXWAS 43,250 gallons

6. The Cu Chi runway was closed on 14 April 1969 for resurfacing.
A 1400 foot strip was kept open for use of CV7A and lighter aircraft
during the construction period.

(e) (C) 25th Supply and Transport Battalion.

1.2 The 25th Supply and Transport Battalion continued its logIstical
support missions for all units operating within the divisional area of
operations. Additional support requirements were experienced when the US
Naval facility at Go Dan Ha was picked up as a permanent customer, the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment operated out of Dau Tieng for approximately two
weeks, and elements of the 1st Cavalry Division moved into and ut of the
division area as required, Command emphasis was placed on purging excesses
and salvage from the area of operations. Major rewarehousing and inventory
projects were undertaken to isolate excesses and prepare for the rainy
season. Ccamand emphasis was also placed on truck maintenance to reduce
the deadline rate for all wheeled vehicles. A large sount of effort was
expended isolating particular (lass II & IV line items for which cuatoame
demands existed while continued zero balances were experienced. A serious
deficiency wa noted with expendable supplies.
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Class I Supply

a On HwA Status:

A-Rations C-Rations
Stockage Objectives (dar) 3 10"
on hand (das) 3 12.5

b Rtions issued (for Cu Chi and Dau Timng):

Feb 670,000
Mar 676,000
Apr 535,000
Total 1,881,000

c_ The drop in rations issued was due to the transfer of non-divisional

troops %bo were operating in the division area of operations.

. The issue at Cu Chi is for divisional and non-divisional Amita at
Cu COd and Dau Tieng, who are operating in the divisional area of ops'atiqns.

e Issues t* Tay Ninh divisional units ',.e accomplished by the Zth
8 & S Battalion, a let Logistical 0omand unit, as part of their area
support mdssiQn in Tay Ninh.

2L Class II & IV

a Deletions to ASL during quater: 168

b Total lines on AS6: 3,753

- ASL Status

Feb Mar Av

ASL Lines Stocked 3,84 3,360 3,753

ASL Lines At Zero Balance
Wth Due Out 1,240 650 382

Total Requests Received 16,814 14,124 13,965

Total Requests Received
For ASL 14,709 12,303 13,965

Total Requests Filled ASL 9,352 8,220 8,066

Total Requests Priority 1-10 1,322 932 576

Total Warehouse Refusals 254 78 23



Fab Mar

Units Supported 84 84 84

Per Cent Demand Accomodation 87.4 84.2 84.6

Per Cmt Demnd Satisfaction 62.8 66.8 56

4, Class III

Consumption Rates (gallons) ZLy Quarterly

JP/4 Cu Chi 36,22D;5 3;258,195
Dau Tieng 13, 533.3 I,228,000
Du Hoa 7,903.3 711,300
Tay Ninh 47,512.0 4,276,100

AWAS Ca Ci 756.9 68,935
Dau Tieng 191.1 18,400
Duc Hoa 211.8 19,070
Tay Ninh 576.0 51,900

Diesel Cu Chi 29,368.1 2,643,135
Dau Tieng 6,O44.4 551,000
Tay Ninh 17,977 I,549,00

j Services.

a Graves Registration.

Deceased US Military Personnel processed: 396
US Civilian Personnel process6d: 1
ARYN Personnel processed: 72
Vietnamese Civilian Personnel processed: 55
Eneay Personnel processed: _
Total processed: 529

b. Laundry Contract (bundles): 19s719

c. 01 Bath Section

Total Showers 120,240
Daily Average 60,1p5

d Duo Hoa Rearm Point Azmnm~ttion Issues:

7.62 795,600
4mm 4,160
2.75 Rocket 7,87
Cal .50 14,600
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s Dau TLeg Rea Point Ammunitio Ismest

7.62m 1,506,100
7,62= too665o

2.75 Rocet 6,078

f Tay Nink Reim Point Ammition Issmus:

7.62=m 1,056,000
416,000
2.75 Roet 15AD8
Cal .50 4*800

, Salvage Retrograde Suwmmy:

Cu O Leads Feb Mar Apr Total

WIG 103 104 75 202
Low Boys 2 11 29 42

Dau Tieng

WG 35 35 49 119
Low Boys 3 3 6 12

h Transportation Utilization Dmmry

Total Mileage: 1472035
Average Mileage per day: i65
Total Tonnage: 15,813"
Average per dar 177.7

(6) Other Significant Activities.

. A complete wall to %U inventory of the Class I and IV yard
ws conducted.

b& The DSJ Improvement Progrm was implemented as directed by lst
Legitical Cowand. Within this program the folleing was accmplishoC

Proeoct Clean: To determine the validity of requirmoAto and post-
ings in both satompted and manual supply and maintsmamne D8'9t. The
25th S&T began the project on 17 Mar 69 and completed the project on
27 Apr 69. The fo:ioving was aecomp;eihed:

Nuber of cards reviewed 3641
Numbw of errors corrected 581
Number of requisitiono cancelled 192
Value of oaneelled requisitions
submitted $61,985.00
Number of new reqasitons subtmitted 1424
Value of now reqdsiions $1,27,654-.48
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Project Count: To improve the validity of storage locators and the
balances reflected on stock record cards. The first phase is the
accomplishment of an accrate location survey (95%) folllwed by 100%
inventory vith at least 90% accuracy between actual balances on hand
and those reflected on stock record cards.

Location Survey:

Number of storage locator cards at start of location survey 2129
Numbear of lines sureyed 1959
Number of lines in agreement with storages location 194)
Number of new lines identified and recorded 257
Number of storage locator cards at completion of location

swv-1y

Inventory Status:

Not started, pending completion of locat4 on survey.

Project Rags: Reconciliation of requests/requisitions to assure
each is valid and that materiel is continuous in nature. Each unit
reconciles their requests each 30 days. The DSO receives a machine
print out of valid dues-out from the depot. Reconciliation i4th
depot is accomplished quarterly.

cq, Large excesses of (Mass I, II and IV were purged from the Dau
Tieng Fozard support area. These totaled 212 ASL Lines in the aount of
$96,750,62.

L. During the past quarter, 461 excess line items wee retrograd4d
from Cu Chi to depot stock. Total dollar value of these items was
$727,750.62.

es. The .aining program for helicopter external lift continued with
monthly classes sponsored by 25th S&T Battalion and 25th Aviation Battalion.
Each class trained approximately 40 personnel.

f With personnel augnentation provided from the 383rd Parachute
Detachment, the S&T Battalion parachute rigger personnel conducted an on
site inspection and inventory of each divisional unit's air delivery
equipment. A survey of air delivery sling IWe indicated that slings used
infrequently may retain several additional months if service life. Authority
was granted for up to an additional six months service life if the sling
has been properly maintained and is classified serviceable,

(f) 725th Maintenance Battalion.

(1) During the reporting period, the 725th Maintenance Battalion
continued to provide direct support maintenance and repair parts support
to the division in all its operations. Command emphasis was placed upon
isolation of excesses and rewarehousing in preparation for the rainy season.
Implementation of the DSU improvement progran wo accomplished ith the
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folloting results as of the end of the reporting period.

(a) Project Clean: Completed,

15387 cards reviewed
7,089 corrections posted
2,507 requisitions cancelled
7,270 requisitions initiated

205,615 dollars value of cancelled requisitions
800,789 dollars value of requisitions initiated.

(b) Project Count: Location survey - Company E waived as a result
of 96% locator accuracy on spot chscks. Remainder of tech supply survey
I0% completed.

Inventory - Company E 20% ccmpleted, remainder of tech supply 5% complete.

(c) Project Strip: Has identified over 300 fringe items in the
Company A tech supply yard.

(2) Tw new items of equipment were fielded by the Division during
this period: The M551 Sheridan and X4706 Commando Car. In both cases the
support push package failed to arrive in sufficient time to effect a
smooth introduction of the item into the units,

(3) Operations: The folloling Jobe were completed by this Battalion
during the reporting period:

ITEM FEB MAR APR (As of 26th) TOAL

Wheel Vehicles 175 263 220 658
Track Vehiclec 124 156 96 376
Snall Ams 673 1185 743 2601

Artillery 103 61 57 221
Enginp!c' 23 37 26 86
Genrzato.,s 120 207 137 464
S a 1839 2378 2063 6260
Of:. :.J, 155 115 96 366
OthL- 242 354 302 898
Aircr " 243 283 148 674

Totals 3697 5093 3888 12624

(a) An all time low backlog figure of 243 wa reached on 29 April

1969. This represents about ii days uork.

(b) New turn-in procedures for unservicabl e items were implemented
by Ch #2 to the 725th Maintenance Battalion External SOP.

(c) During the priod. required repsir parts gentrally becam more
plontLful ax evidenced by reduced backlog rateu.
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()Performance data

(d) Produring this period reflects the improvement
made to the entire system. Demand accomodation continued at about the
80% level but demand satisfaction increased to 48%. This increase w

accomPl3ihed in spite of the zero balance rate increasing from 30% to
50%. ,Requisition volume increased from about 15,000 to over 20,000 per
month.

(e) A complete location survey was conducted by Company "A" Tech
Supply. Over 5,000 excess fringe items vore identified and shipping action
was initiated.

(f) All externaU stored supplies have been elevated for drainage

and provisions made for overhead shelter in preparation for the rainy eao,

(g) Automotive: Certain critical repair parts continue to be the

primary cause of deadlining vehicles in the Division. These are:

1/4 Ton

Fuel Pumps 2910-678-1856
Major assemblies such as egines, transfers, transmissions.

3/4 Ton

Water Pumps 2930-632-4048
Engine 2805-649-8548

2 1/2 T1/

CV Boots 2530-741-0883

Ehgines 2815-010-5169
Torque Rods 3110-100-1720
Injector Pumps 29i0-968-6317
Crossmanbers and the special hardened bolts

CV Boots 2530-832-7123
Injector Pumps 2910-017-9778
Torque Rods 2530-784-1722

Front Axles 2520-904-5537
Power Steering Pump 2530-924-3075

(h) The deadline rate for generator sets has decreased considerably
since the last reporting period. The biggest factor that has contributed
to this is the increased emphasis being placed by units in performing
their organizational maintenance responsibilities, In addition, a formal
training program for all generator opei.'ators and supervisors has been
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initiated, Resupply of mwny critical generator repair parts continues at a
very slow rate, however, the closed loop support program should more than
compensate for this handicap.

(i) The inability to obtain many repair parts for construction and
heavy lift equipent greatly handicaps the expedient repair and return to
user of critically needed equipment, Critical repair parts that are in
short supply for eieer equipment are listed below

___1 END I Tim FSN

Packing Loader, scoop H90CH 5330-820-O761
Seal " 2530-798-4690
Injection Pump 64 2910-11-2622
Fan Belt H90C{ 3030-290-6712
Power Steering 645 P/N3050882-4
Lift, left " " 3SO5-043'O 199
Lift, right 3805-0i0-0199
Oil Separator
Filter 250CEM Compresor 4030-907-6932
Speed Control Valve " " 2920-930-5694
Transmis sion Forklift MLT-1CH 3010-999-4761
Pump, Fuel ,i MHE 199 3920-922-6559
Pump, Assembly " " 2815-930-5694
Cam Follower i " 3930-939-0615
Ignition Kit 3KW Generator Set 2920-575-3504
coil i t 2920-342-3783
Ignition Repair Kit 2920-225-4841
Points 2920-575-5395
Gen Assy (AC) 1.5 KW Gen Set 6115-903-5395

(j) During the 90 day period concerned aircraft operational reedy
availability has remain.d at 78%. This was a drop of about 2% over the
previous period ith a madmum availability of 84% and minimum of 73%
during the period. Three (3) areas of concern have caused fluxuation during
the period. The tail rotor assembly on the CH6A has had numerous tip cap
bonding separations. To date twenty-one (21) equipment improvement reports
have been submitted, and answers received indicated a design engineering
change in progress. No date is available as to when improved items will
be in the supply system. The only solution at present is to replace the
defective assembly.

Aircraft lube oil 'MIL-L-7808 has been in short spply. Due to the
critical shortage an effort was mede to change as many components as
possible to the new improved MIL-L-23699 lube oil. There were considerable
differences of opinion as to which components could bl converted ithout
damaging or contaminating the item. At present OH6A's are using only
ML-L-23699o The UHi type aircraft are using 23699 in the engines, however
the gear boxes and main transmission have no authority at this time for
conversion to the ner type oil. Change over authorization is still pending
outcome of message from USARY to AVCOJ.
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The third area contributing to the fluxuation is availability. An
aircraft which is a candidate for the 2200 hour Rebuild Program may reach
its turn-in point during the later part of the reporting period. uhen the
aircraft is turned in, all operational hours are transferred with the
aircraft, thus an aircraft which has had a high operational availability
status for the period will not be reflected on the monthly Army Aircraft
Inventory Status and Flying Time Report (LA 1352) for the unit during the
month, The gaining organlzation is required to report the aircraft status
for the month,

(k) Prior to the arrival of the first &9ERIDAN near the end of January
the project team came over to brief all personnel on the method of handling
the push packages, deprocessing, crew and DSU training, etc. The original
concept was to train the entire 3/4 Cavalry Squadron and the MyJ break out
and proces all repair parts and then send the vehicles into combat. Eight-
een Sheridans arrived at the end of January, B Troop was trained for one
week and w$.! deployed on 8 February 1969 when the ammunition arrived. At
this time DSJ training had not been started, the PLL and ASL had just arrived
and had not beer. sorted or stored, The NETT Team was forced to do all main-
tenance as well as training, disrupting and delaying the interim training
program by several weeks. The next Troop, A Troop, became operational one
week later on aoout 14 February 1969. Venicles started to come in for
repair with leaking recoil seals, The rtnainder of the vehic3ps arrived an
15 February 1969 to make a total of 27 vehicles and 3 float vehicles. Six
days later almost all of the vehicles were observed to have leaking recoil
seals. An Allison representative later verified that the ltaks had been
caused by a manufacturer's defect in one of the brass rings, This sudden
increase in the deadline rate further upset the training, Seals were not
in country, A special shiiment was made primarily through the efforts of
LTC Barrowcloug. the hezd of the M55' project te-am, He acquired seals
after a period of 10 days and the deadline rate was reduced, During the
operation of the Sheridans, it was discovered that many more Turret Power
Supplies werA burnirg out than had been anticipated, The reason for this
has still not b.en positively determined. however, it is believed to be
caused by keeping the Turret Power on at all times while on an operation.
This is necess.ry because the firing circuit requires a 20 second warm-
up time, a delay which can be fatal in combat. Some power supplies have
come in, The last few requisitions were cancelled vithout action be-
cause WETM expects this theatre to be able to rebuild these items.
Approximately $O repair parts and some highly sensitive electronic equip-
ment is required to acrcomplish this although almost all the parts are avail-
able at organization or DS level

Upon reaching 700 to 1000 miles, noticeable wear was encountered on
the pulleys and fan belt, The fan tower and generator pulleys are alun-
inum It is believed they are too soft to vithstand the abrasive effect
of the dust, Although attempts have been male to expedite the shipment
of this part, to this date no results have been seen, In the current
engine failure problem, five engine3 have been birned out due to poor
filters. Improper cleaning of the filter by pounding it against the hull
has dented the filter allowing dirt to pass around the filter and intc
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the engine. The proper method of cleaning requires a high pressure air hose.
As this is not available, the units have been cleaning the filters by hold-
ing them in front of the gun tube and using the scavenger system to blow
out the dust. In all cases and on all problems we have contacted all persons
involved with the M551 project , requesting assistance. The problems have
been discussed with Major Wilkerson of Ist Logistical 0ommand, Captain
Burndet, Project Control Officer and through Division G4 to USARV G4,
Assistance was rendered by technical representatives from various commands
and the manufacturer involved with each problem. Each of these various
departments have been going through channels in an attempt to solve the
problems and acquire repair parts. At present the parts needed are en route
to RVN. However, the present problem is magnified as the units have been
changing parts from deadlined vehicles to keep others running in the field,
so that actually each of the !6 vehicles presently deadlined ill need an
air filter, pulleys and belts, and power supply.

(i) The density of AN/PPS-5 radars has increased to sixteen (16). The
overall support for this radar set has improved but there still ecists some
problem areas. Many repairmen are not school trained. Repair parts supply
is inadequate because of the non-availability of certain parts. Many parts
are obtained through Company E Technical Representative in Long Binh. The
147th I& Ccmpany also supplies repair parts and repair and return programs

provide some parts. In that maintenance at the direct support level is
hampered due to the lack of repair parts and school trained personnel, radars
have been evacuated to a higher maintenance level thus causing further delay
in returning the radar to an operable status.

H, (C) Revolutionary Developement,

(i) (C) The new concept in size and management of the Revolutionary

Developenent Cadre team3 reducing them to 30 man teas has been fully
implemented throughout the TAOIo The new, smaller teams are currently
under the control of the village councils rather than directly under the
control of Provincial Headquarters. The Cadre teams are provided security
by PF platoons stationed in the local areas along with their organic re-
sources, Thero are presently 64 Cadre teams in the TAOIo The increase
of 29 teams during the reporting period was largely due to creation of
30 man teams from the original 59 member teams. There are now 40 teams in
the Tay Ninh Province 9 20 in Hau Nghia Province and four in Phu Hoa and
Tri Tam Districts of Binh Duong Province.

(2) (C) The MACV Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) remains the principal
means of measuring progress of pacification within tie TAOI° Currently
the overal US category ratings for the TAOI are:
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CATEGORY HAMLET POPULATION PERCENT

A 0 0 00100

B 78 242,368 46.00

C 134 227,383 43.00

D 28 32,223 06.00

E 7 6,415 01.00

V IO 24,23, 04.00

ABANDOND ill 0 00.00
TOTAL 398 532,620 100.00

The above ratings imply that essentially 90 per cent of the population of
the TAOI is under GVN conrrol in terms of security and revolutionary
developemento Two thirds of the remainder live in at least a contested
ewircnment and barely three per cent of the total hamlet population is
recognize as living predominantly under VC control.

(3) (C) In order to assert control in contested areas ani marginal
hamlets, the GVN has initiated the 1969 Pacification and Development
Plan. It is designed to upgrade security in target hamlets by the use
of village governmental assets. Presently there are 73 hamlets targeted
for priority in local pacification efforts khich are to be measured in terms
of HES security ratings. These include hamlets in every district except
Phu Khuong and their current status is:

HAMLEt SECURITY CATEGORY NUMBER OF HAMLETS

A 0

B 0

C 17

D 25

E 3

V 19

ABANDNED 2
TOTAL 73
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I. (C) Civic Action.

(I) The CIVAC program expressed at district level by the actions of
the S5 of the US battalion stationed in thet district has enjoyed con-
siderable success during this reporting period. CIVAC projects have been
planned, coordinated and accomplished more efficiently through the employ-
ment of the combined personnel of the 25th Infantry Division, MACV teams
aid GYN agencies and units located in each district. Cooordination and co-
operation in the field has never been as effective during earlier periods
when responsibilities were not well fixed for given units and personal
relationships between G5/S5 personnel and their counterparts were not close
and were of brief duration.

(2) On the evening of 25 January 1969, the hamlets Ap Binh -Hoa A and
B (XT346186) Binh Thanh Village, Hieu Thien District, Tay Ninh Province
were attacked by the Viet Cong and 230 hoves were destroyed, During the
months of February and March, this command supplied 22.000 board feet of
dunnage lumber and 78,600 board feet of new lumber to reconstruct the lost
homes, To date the majority of the houses have been rebuilt under the
supervision of the new District Chief of Hieu Thien, Major Tuan.

(3) In early March 1969, this office became involved in one of the
largest resettlement operations in its history. In the Michelin Plantation,
Binh Dong Province, 2129 persons were evacuated from six Viet Cong dominated
hamlets and resettled, 1250 in Dau Tieng itself and the remainder in Ap 2
Hamlet (XT512487). Originally, resettlement had been considered for a
population of only 1250. One hundred ten housing units were provided the
evacuees and the prefabricated structures were transported to the construction
site where they were erected with 25th Division technical assistance. The
3rd Bde, 25th Division, continues to work in connection with Tri Tam District
officials in the further support of the evacuees as required.

(4) MEDCAPS have been numerous during this reporting period with I
a total of 723 MEDCAPS conducted during the quarter and 56,389 patients
treated during those MEDCAPSo Further, there have been new developments
in the concept of the conduct and purpose of MEDCAP projects. The
combination of intelligence and PSYOP elements with the standard
complement of medical and security personnel is designed to produce
intelligence from targeted contested areas in which the new MEDCAP program
,ill be concentrated. Finally, in late April an outbreak of plague to(k
place in C. Chi District but was quickly contained by reaction from Mr.
Minh, District Health Chief ith the aid of the Division Surgeon and
ACofS, G5. A total of 10,83 Vietnamese were innoculated by District
Health Officials and 25th Divis'.on medics. The Entomology Section of
Pacific Architects and Engineers dusted Phuoc Vinh :i.nh and Tan An Hoi
villages, including 1828 dwellings of 8486 inhabit .nts.

(5) Construction. During the quarter, a (,..iderable amount of
effort has gone into the reconstruction of dwell %;s destroyed by VC
activities and in general improvement of living s t aards in targeted



hamlets, road improvement, capping of wells, improvement of market places
and health facilities. During the reporting period, the following projects
were completed: 126.3 km of road vas constructed or repaired, 11 bridges
wre completed, 534 dwellings, 11 churches, 34 dispensaries, four market
places, and 33 schools were completed.

(6) Distributions ware made to Vietnamese civilians in the following
categories and quantities from 1 Feb 69 to 30 Apr 69: 182piO board feet
of lumber were distributed thwoughout the TAOI along with 684 sheets of
tin, 60,600 pounds of cement and 151,117 pounds of food.

(7) Civic Action Imprest Fund expenditures totaled 1,174,538 $VN
for the quarter. This sun was largely expended in support of construction
projects and distributions to schools and other public institutions.

J, (C) Psychological Operations (PSYOP)

(1) PSYOP activities were in support of operations conducted in Tay
Ninr and Hau Nghia Provinces and Tri Tam and Phu Hea Districts of Blnh
Duong Province.

(2) A total of 93,751,753 leaflets were disseminated in the Division
TAOI. This is an increase of 22,511,753 leaflets over the last reporting
period, Thirty-six leaflets w(oe developed and printed by the ACofS, G5
while 24 leaflets were developed and produced by the 6th PSY3P En. for the
Division.

(3) During the reporting period, 745 hours of air and ground loud-
speaker broadcasts were conducted. This represents a 73 hours increase ove'
the last reporting period°

(4) The PSYOP effort toward civilians remained at approximately the
same level as the previous quarters. However, increased emphasis was placed
on encouraging civilians to report mines and booby traps. The increased
PSYDP activity was directed toward specific NVA units, A total of 257
Hoi Chanhs rallied to the GVN, an increase of 163 Hoi Chanh from the
previous quarter. The increase in the nunber of Hoi Chanhs can be
attributed to the increase in the number of contacts.

(5) Enemy forces, particularly the NVA, were contacted frequently
during the reporting period. The G5 keeps PS)DP order of battle books
on all battalion size or larger units which habitually operate in the
TAOI, These books contain such information as unit organization, history,
recent contacts, PSYOP vulnerabilities as reported by Hoi Chanhs, POW's
and captured documents and a record of psychological operations conducted
against the unit, A special leaflet was developed for use against speifia
enemy units, A general message is printed on one side. As soon as the
enemy is contacted and identified, a pltte is made and the other side of
the leaflet is printed. This side identi0es the enemy unit by its
previous contaots. In this manner, the leaflet must pass through the press
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only once belbre delivery and it is still directed to the enemy unit in
contact. When an enemy unit is identified in contact, a loudspeaker tape
is made immediately, approximately 109000 of the leaflets described above
are printed and a mission is flown into the area of contact using the
first available aircraft. The Division immediate reaction is followed up
ithin 24-48 hows,

2. Section 2, Lessons Learned; Commanders' Observations, Evaluations, and
Reconmendationso

A. PERSONNEL
(i) (U) IT M: Control of Personnel Movement On and Around Helipads

and Helicopters,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period there have been
nunerous incidents of porsonnel being severely injured by moving
helicopter rotor blades,

(b) EVALUATION; This ha. been especially true with the OH-6Ao
There are several reasons for these incidents. Unlike the UH-i, the
OH-6A has r crew chief to guide individuals to the ship and help
them load and unload. The main rotor is quite low which, when combined
with a cumbersome passenger entrance to the aircrafts presents a hazardous
situation for a tall individual.

(c) REOOMMENDATEON. To nunimize exposure to personnel injury
the following actions are recommended whenever feasible.

1., Designate specif3c locations for passenger entry onto
helipadso

2. Designate specific helicopter parking spaces.

SEstablish "Safe Walk" lanes between "1" and "2" above.

I& Publicize pazsenger loading procedures that stress
appropriate approaches to the helicopter.

Use crewmembers to guide and assist passengers during
loading.

64 Install warning signs around helipads which alert
personnel to the hazards of turning rotor blades,

(2) (U)i IM: Authorized Grade of Graves Registration Section Sergeant.

(a) OBSERVATION. The current MMD&E io- (Company A, S&T Bat-
talon)) authorized an E-6 (NCO)as Graves Registration Section Sergeant.
Graves Resgistration sections organized under MO&E 10-7H such as the
lot Air Cavalry Division, are authorized a grade of E-7 (NCO).
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(b) EVALUATION: Due to the critical and sensitive nature of
Graves Reistration activities and degree of technical knowledge
necessary, the responsibilities of Graves Registration Section Sergeant
require an authorized grade of E-7 (NCO).

(c) REOMMENDAT1ON: That the grade level of the Graves Registration
Section Sergeant be upgraded to E-7 (MO).

(3) (U) IT Aviation Maintenance MFIO&E Action.

(a) OBSERVATION: Numerous MOS deficiencies exist in the Shop
Supervisor MOS 67Z40. In addition a few minor changes were required to
align present MOS authorization with those required to support aircraft
currently aasigned to the 25th Infantry Division.

(b) EVALUATION: A request has been submitted to update the present
n0&E 55-89G as charged by MIO&E USARPAC 55-089G to reflect the last changes

in AR 611-201. Requested changes will not alter the present grade or
strength authorization.

(c) RE0MNT-WDATION: Action be taken through command channels on the
recommendation made by the 725th Maintenance Battalion.

(4) (U) IM: Effectiveness of a Stand Down,

(a) OBSEVATION. Periodically, units of this Brigade are granted a
one to three-day stand down in Tay Ninh Base Camp during which no combat
requirements are given. The personnel are required to perfbrm only
essential maintenance and then are released,

(b) EVALUATION. Themorale of the units rises significantly, in-
creasing the operating effectiveness of the units0  All too often a unit's
effectiveness has been decreased by a prolonged period of combat operations
with no break.

(c) REOMMENDATION: A regularly scheduled stand doun should be

SOP.

(5) (C) ITrX: More Effective Use of Scout Dog Personnel,

(a) OBSERVATION: Scout dog personnel are not utilized to maxLmum
when in support of infantry battalions

(b) EVALUATION: Personnel attached to an infantry battalion may
not do anything significant for a period of several days. Scout dog
teams may be attached to a unit that has no scout dog related missiora.

(c) REO14MENDATION: That scout dog teems be controlled by the
battalion S-3 or DC and attached to those units that have a definite
need for the teaos
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B, OPERATIONS.

i) (0C IM: Psychological Operations at the Battalion Level.

(f) OBSERVATION: The VCE Team has initiated the use of
person. ized propaganda leaflets to increase the number of VCI "Chieu Haiti.
Using Kit Carson Scouts, notes addressed to the VC by name are left with
VC families whenever a US element is in the area. The notes are hand-
written and signed by Kit Carson Scouts or "Chieu Hoi" from the
immediate area, and they urge the targeted individual to rally to an
allied outpost or face constant harassment until he is eventually
captured or killed.

(b) EVALUATION: During the first week of this leaflet's use,
28 Chieu Hoi were recorded by ARVN units, and credited to our PSIOPS
program. Harassment caused by allied units constantly returhing to
the targeted VC's family or by ambush patrols around the house is
an important element in the program° This brings the war to a per-
sonal level. It singles out one man and destroys the security he has
previously had by being an anonymous member of a group. While not
usually effective against the hardened cadre, this program is success-
ful against the lower echelons of the VC organization°.. . that majority
with duindling motivation and little ideological convictioio

(c) REOOMENDATION: Kit Carson Scouts be utilized to implement
this "personal war" against the VCI at the battalion level. Together
with the S2, this program can be expanded and its success amplified at the
district level.

(2) (C) ITEM. Evening Stay-Behind Ambush Element.

(a) OBSERVATION% The VCE Eploitataon Team has established
the evening stay-behind ambush element aa an effective means of
countering the VC1o Merged with the standard infantry unit, the VM
Team. with an infantry squad for security and firepower, drops out of
the main infantry body as it moves through a vegetated area, and
deploys in and around a known VC cadrels home between 1530 and 1900
hours. Observing fire discipline, the security element allows the
targeted VC to enter his home where he is surrounded and captured.
Kit Carson Scouts are used to get all curious passers-by into the
target's house to avoid a breach of security prior to the cairels
arrival.

(b) EVALUATION., This operation's effectivenes is dependent
upon secrecy of deployment, continued secrecy o' he patrol while
deployed and strict fire discipline, It has yi,--ded good results
when properly employed because (i) the VC mov.'.' between 1600 and 1900
houra, and (2) the VC maintain strong fami y - and will continue
to return home to see their families and have c-A:iner on a regular
baie.



(o) RECOMDATIONs Infantry units, under S2 direction, should
establish the stay-behind ambush as a tol for countering tho VCI and
for maintaining continuous pressure on VCI at all hours of the day.

(3) (C) ITEMs Control of the Lift Element During the Combat Assault.

(a) OBSERVATION% Recent experience has shown the need for a
more effective method of control of the lift element during combat
assault operations.

(b) EVALUATIONt It has been this unit's (25th Avn Bn) practice
in the past to confine all coordination between the command and control
aircraft, the supporting gunships and the lift element to the Air Mission
Commander on board the C and C aireraft. At times this has resulted in

the lift element receiving incomplete data concerning the requirements
of the lifted unit and the specific instructions on such items as winds

terrain in the landing zone, enemy activity, etc. To eliminate this
problem, a procedure has been developed whereby control of the lift
elemeot is turned over from the Air Mission Commander to the supporting
Fire -Team Leader at the release point. The Fire Team Leader, having
already made a reconnaissance of the LZ provides the lift element Flight
Leader with all required data for the assault portion of the flight.
Using a locally divised .ard format, all information concerning the
terrain to be encountered, azimuths of approach, landing and departure-
troop loading or off-loading procedures, location of friendly elements,
areas of possible enemy activity and essential rules of engagement are
transmitted with a minimum of delay and confusion,

(a) RECOW1ENDATION, That all units concerned with combat assault

operations consider utilizing this method of final coordination*

(4) (C) ITEM& Techniques for Defeating Enmy .51 Caliber Anti-Aircraft

Fire with the Helicopter Gunships.

(a) OBSERVATIONs With inreasing frequency enemy offensive

operations are protected by intense anti-aircraft fireo

(b) EVALUATION8 During the quarter this unit has encountered
enemy .51 caliber anti. airczaft fire habitually employed in a triangular
pattern directly adjacent to or along the axis of their main ground attacks
By this method of employment they can fire effectively in support of
their ground attack and siultaneou,?ly engage fire teams during their
firing passes from any angle, In order to defeat this anti-aircraft
threat, the following techniques have been developed. The wing ship
orbits at a relatively safe altitude out oT the effective range of the
anti-aircraft fires0 The lead ship clears the air space in his
sector below 1500 feet AGL for his exclusive use, and then blacks out
all lights. He is then free to make his firing passes from different
angles and altitudes in order to deceive the enemy as to his actual
locationo Additional deception is gained by varying the length of

firing runs and direction of breaks, Long bursts of machine gun fire
should be avoided because experience has shown that the enemy wifl
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orient his fires on the point of origin of prolonged f.'reg. After
the fire team leader has fired a majority of his ordnance he exchanges
positions with his win& ship who repeats the procedures. If the low
ship is detected the high ship should employ long range fires in a
covering role.

(c) RECOMmeNDATION: That units involved in combat operations against
an enemy utilizing visually adjusted anti-aircraft fires consider the above
techniques as an unorthodox, but tested and proven concept.

(5) (U) ITEM: Coordination in Supporting Civilian Evacuation and
Refugee Operations.

(a) OBSERVATIONs Often large quantities of supplies are requested
from the 25th Infantry Divisioi. by GVN officials and their US advisory
personnel without consulting higher authorities in their own logistics
channels, In both the civilian evacuation projects in the Michelin
Plantation and the support of refugees in the Binh Than Village area,
Hieu Thien District, the 25th Division G5 personnel insisted upon local
ARVN units presenting a definite plan of action and support. Further,
GVN officials and US CORDS representatives were requested to obtain
as much support as possible from their own headquarterso

(b) EVALUATION: In both cases observed, joint planning and
coordination between GVN/ARVN, CORDS/MACV and the 25th Division personnel
resulted in a smoother, politically acceptable solution involving efficient
use of lesser quantities of materials provided by this command.

(c) RECOMENDATION, That any G5/$5 element approached with requests
for support of civilian evacuation and refugee projects, insure that the
roquesting GVV or US agencies have exhausted their own resources and all
political personages who may become involved in the projects are properly
consulted,

(6) (C) ITEM: Use of Salt as a Defoliant ,

(a) OBSERVATION: Captured salr can be used effectively to de-
foliate ,lds of fit*,

(b) EVALUATIONs Fields of fire grow back up shortly after they
are cleared. Therefore, clearing fields of fire becomes a never ending
job at locatios that exist for periods of timeo

(c) RECOMMENDATION The use of salt that has been captured will
keep vegetation from growing, and alleviate the time consuming process
of clearing fields of fire.

(7) (C) ITEM: Conditions Conducive To Increasing The Number Of Rallierse

(a) OBSERVATION Ralliers to the Chieu Hoi Program have in the
past been averaging approximately four per month in the 3rd Brigade area
of operations* From 15 March to 30 April, thr, Brigade has received
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thirty-eight (38) ra2lier8.

(b) EVALUATION: No one reason can be attributed to this marked
increase in rallierso The increase is a result of many conditions which,
when they chronologically concur cause improved results. Some of theseconditions are:.

itoSecurity provided to Vietnamese civilians as a result of moving
the families from VC controlled areas to secure areas, which happentd in
the Michelin move,

m 2 A separation of VC and their families as a result of such a
'flOV •

L. The ability and skill of the ARVN Psyp Team to establish
rapport sith the people and hereby persuade them of the merits of the
Chieu Hoi Program, This confidence was in turn passed on to the VC
through their families.

If Timely and effectave use of loudspeaker and leaflet operations
exploiting the men that did rally.

5., A divisive wedge being driven between the VC and NVA as a result
of VC discontent sterming from being used primarily as laborers by the
NAo

(c) REOCMENDATION' Relocation of villagers into secure areas
offers maximum exploitation of the Chieu Hoi Program 4idch results in
a greatly increased number of ralJiers, I
(8) (C) ITEM. Securing Unmanned Bunkers Against Enemy Use

(a) OBSERVATION: Supplemental perimeter bunkers which are unmanned
during normal alert status offer excellent cover if secured by the enemy.

(b) EVALUATION- Perimeter burkers are mutually supporting. Un-
manned perimeter bunkers pose a threat if captured, An enemy held
bunker within the perimeter greatly reduces the effectiveness of the
defense by providing the enemy a substantial gap for exploiting %th
reserves,

(c) REGDMMENDATION: That unmanned perimeter bunkers be secured
by locked doors (with the key kept in adjacent bunkers in event that

increased alert posture roquirea a greater number of bunkers).

(9) (C) ITEM; Prefe.-ence For Searchlights over Illumination Devices
In Base Camp Defense

(a) OBSERVATION: For bass camp defense, several centrally located
100' tower" mounted searchlights appear more of fective than the use of

illumination ordnance.
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(b) EVALUATZON: The advantages of searchlight illumination
over ordnance illumination are as follows:

j, No forewarning of illumination for the enemy.

2. Ilu1mination reaction time greatly reduced.

1 No variable compensations required for wind, rain, etco.

A. Capability of providing three (3) hours continuous illumination.

Vast cost reductie-n! on illumination ordnance.

6. Greater safety. (No falling illumination debris to hit friendly
troops or civilians).

(c) REWMMECIATION: That base camps be provided tower mounted
searchlights as a primary means of on-call illuminationp and, that
high powered infra-rod binoculars be provided for use with The Xenon
infra-red light source.

(10),(C) ITE{ Pick-up and Landing Zones.

(a) OBSERVATLON: The enemy rapidly "zeros-int' on landing zones
for troop lifts. dustoffs and resupply, Units use one LZ/PZ for several
hours and place excessiie smoke in the vicinity,

(b) EVALUATION: lthen trcps move after one resupply drop, receive
a second drop at another location, the vulnerability to mortar fire is
greatly reduced,

(c) RECOMENDATION: That units move after and rapidly between
landing and pick-up zones, That the requirement for "continuous samoke"
for identification be reduced to the minimum acceptable level by aviation
units,

(11)(C) ITE: Hedgerow Clearing,

(a) OBSERVATION. Requirement for an efficient method of re-

ducing hedgerow complexes.

(b) EVALUATION A problem exists in search and clear operations
of hedgerow complexes, The usual methods result in exposing one flank
of the friendly troops to enemy forces that may be hidden in the
hedgeroa

(c) REMMMENDATION: This problem may be relieved by setting up
two bases of fire in front of tuo adjacent sides of the complex. The
infantry is then sent in to search those two siaes in a cloverleaf
pattern uhile their flanks are protected,
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(12)- (C) ITR4: Mounted Ambush Patrols.

(a) OBSERVATION: Mounted ambush patrols produce very meager results.

(b) EVALUATION- Enemy forces are able to hear and observe
mounted patrols and avoid themp hence no results are obtained.

(c) REWMEENDATION: Vehicles should be used as rapid reaction
force for dismounted ambush patrols, This permits contact to be made
aid maintained by the dismounted group who can then be reinforced bo the
mounted group as neoessary. This technique has been employed success-
fully on eight (8) occasions by this unit during the reporting period.

(13) (C) ITIM; Techniques of Clearing a Hedgerow,

(a) OBSERVATION: It has proven impractical to search and clear
a hedgerow complex without securlng all vegetated areas systematically
before entering open nxeans

(b) EVALUATION, Initially, the point element must enter the
hedgerow at one corner, moving into it, checking it out thoroughly
and clear it for a distance of 7 to 10 meters in both directions.
Then, an additional element can enter the hedgerow and establish an
automatic weapons poea tion to support the continuing movement of the
point element. Once the corners are securedp elements can move in a
leapfrog manner, constantly covering each other. This will provide
us with an element always in position to roll up the enemy's flank,
should he engage us from any given hedgerow. This unit will be supported
by its aijacent uni t hich arll always be able to support by fire. The
roles ill constantly be sw tching back and forth and movement should
be continuous. Once the hedgerows have been cleared, the remainder of
the elements can move into the open areas between the hedgerows and
thoroughly searc.h hootchws and the adjacent areas. To preclude un-

necessary casualties no one should be permitted to enter a complex
until the hedgerow, have been cleared,

(c) RECONl4EDATION , That the above method of clearing a hedge-
row be consiuer cd a. an eff etive meanw of securing the area vith a
minimum of casualtas °

(14) (C) ITI4: Tactical Purpose of LP s

(a) OBSERVATION:' It should be realized that LP's are established
for early warning for a perameter and are not to mistaken.Ly asoume

the stature of an AP. However, stepA should be taken to equip and
prepare the LP to engage the enemy.

(b) EVALUATION: The commander must closely study the terrain
surrounding a Patrol Base or Fire Support Base and choose the
terrain features where LP's must be employed in order to deny access
to the enemy. The LP element should move to its pro-determined site
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after dark, having already laid WD I mire and buried it at least 6 inches
during the daylight hours. The element should carry a field telephone
and an AN/PRC-25 radio, a double basic load of amo, a strobe light,
multicolored flares, a haidhald Starlight scope and entrenching tools.
Upon reaching the site. both wire and radio communications should be
established. The elenent mist then establish itself in such a position
as to be able to observe 360 degrees. All danger areas must be kept
under constant surveillance keeping in mird that any slig)t terrain
feature, be it an eight inch berm or six inches of grass, must be
considered a danger area. The element must then dig into a dafensive
posture as muh as possible under the conditions of stealth. Should
enemy movement be heard or sightedr instantaneoue accurate reports must
be rendered to the commander. The commander must then decide the degrees
of danger to his element and the probability of compromise of their
position. He must then decide whether wthdrawal action is necessary.
If this action is taken,, all necessary coordination with friendly elements
should be pre-planned and he must assure that all coordination has been
adhered to wvthout exception. it should be noted that the element must'
never engage the enemy force unless it is afforded no other alternative.
If this is the situation, and the element should engage the enemy, the
dug-in position and all equipment should be in a ready status md the
commander should utilizs -ll support necessary to safely withdraw his
element back to the defensive positmon..

(c) REa)MM aDATIO N IP s muzt, be well planned md coordinated
but at no time should assume the characteristics of an ambush patrol.

(15) (C) ITEK: Holding-area Prior to AP

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit haw effectively used the tactic of
moving an ambush patrol into a holding area prior to the hours of
darkness and having the patrol go through the motion of establishing

night ambush posi taon° This technique has proven to be quite

(b) EVALUATION When elementq are employed in a "stay-behind"
ambush or moved into an ambush site after a day sweep, it is quite
probable that its location is know by the on-looking enemy or by
intelligence-passing civilians, If the element moves into an ambush
position during daylight hours and sets up at that location for the
nightv their Location in most cases has been observed and is thus
compromised The element may be subject to an ind.rect fire attack,
a sniper or ground attack, or a counter-ambush upon move-out from the
site the next day. To avoid such possibilities. the element should
move into a holding area within range of a pre~deermined AP site prior
to the hours of darkness, hile the element can still be observed,
it should begin preparation of its night defe, . e position, placing
its sub-elements into a defensive posturet n-+. sking all appropriate
actions to make it perfectly clear to a poasitbie observer that it has
oevry intention of staying for the night. Wh, it becomes dark enough
to move undetected, the ambush patrol will form up and move as rapidly



as stealth permits out of the holding area and into the pro-planned area.
In one instance, an element of this unit employed the holding area tech-
nique prior to moving into their pre-planned ambush site° Upon setting
up in their new area, they observed a heavy volume of 82m mortar rounds
iMacting in their holding area. This technique undoubtedly saved the
element costly casualties.

(c) RECOMME24DATIONs That the above teohnique be considered as
a measure to be taken by ambush patrols to prevent compromise of
their mission.

(16) (C) ITEM, Detection of Booby Traps.

(a) OBSERVATION: Recently, units in the 2nd Brigade TAOI have
sustained an excessive number of casualties from manufactured and
home made booby traps.

(b) EVALUATION: Past Lessons Learned pertaining the detection and
destruct±on of booby traps have been made available to units. Proper
techniques are, in many instances, not being employed, ioe., mine
detectors, killer eye device, observation and movement, bamboo poles, etc.

(C) RECOMMNDATION: That past lessons learned in the area of mines/
booby traps be reviewed and proper techniques implemer;-do Further,
that commanders place command emphasis in this casualt; producing area
to reduce and minimize unnecessary casualties, Note: Scout dogs are
extremely proficient in locating recently implaced booby traps,

(17) (C) ITEM: Providing The Low LOH with Enough Side and Rear Supression

To Supress Anti-aircraft Fireo

(a) OBSERVATIONi The majority of hits on LOH's are from the sides
and rear, while the mini-gun is only able to fire directly aheado

(b) EVALUATIONt A need exists to provide more suppression than
is now given by the M-60 MG, A mount. and accessories were locally
fabricated for a flexible door mounted mini-gun, Tests worked extremely
wello

(v) RECOMENDATION, Ki, a be fabricated in support echelon to

provide all LOH's with a flexibla mini-gun,

(18), (C) I'EMA Well Casing Made From Metal Culverto

(a) OBSERVATIONs A suitable well casing has been produced using
common metal culvert,

(b) EVALUATION, Seepage holes in the lower section are cut, and
the completely assembled culvert is laid horizontally with the perforated
section closest to the lip of the well, Cable clamps are fitted to the
top sections and a cable passed through them, The culvert Is then lifted
by the cable in an arc toward the well opening and carefully lowered
into position.
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(c) REO)MMENDATION: It is recommended that the metal culvert can
be used effectively for a well casing.

(19) (C) ITEX: Use of Wagn Weel Road Net To Lay Out Fire Support
Bases.

(a) OBSERVATION: In the past the layout summary of the fire
support bases has been accomplished by the Engineers.

(b) EVALUATION: The wagon wheal road net appears to be ideal
for the fire support bases The net can be quickly and easily laid
out by an artillery survey section. In a recent experiment, the
infantry units, utilizing the artillery survey section, completely
laid out two fire support bae eso

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Use of the above method greatly conserved the
very limited survey capability within the Engineer Battalion.

(20),' (C) ITM4: Use of Shaped and Cratering Chargos In Building of Bunkera.

(a) OBSERVATION: Utilization of shaped and cratering charges in
conjunction with dozer operations in the excavation of bunkers has
rendered great savings in wear, tear and hours of operations on the
do zers,

(b) EVALUATION. Charges placed on line at five foot intervals
for the desired length of the bunkers, broke up the hard upper strata
,hich is prevalent in this area during the dry season. The dozer was
then able to easily remove this overburden and move with relative ease
through the softer earth below.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Time reduction hap been noted as great as

(21) (C) ITIM.- PSXDPS On Tactical Missions.

(a). OBSERVATION. A 1000W speaker was mounted on a UH-1H heli-
copter and used in conjunction with a CS drop. It was followed by
a UH-1H -.arrying a xenon searchlight and two minigunso Tuo gunships
flew in support.

(b) EVALUATION: PSYOPS used in conjunction vith armed aircraft
is very effective. The weapons add strength to Chieu Hoi appeals and
,,Surrender or Die" messages, while the use of PSYOPS can make the
weapons seem more terrifying.

(c) RECGMENDATION: That PS)OP missions be conducted in con-
junction ith armed aircraft whenever possible.
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C. TRINIM.

(I) (C) ITEM: Instructing Personnel In Use Of Hand Grenades On AP's,

(a) OBSERVATON: The use of fragmentation devices can improve
the effectiveness of ambushes.

(b) EVALUATION: The ambush is a highly effective offensive
weapon but there is a tendency to shoot high. Thus, only a portion
of those ambushed become casualties.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The use of claymore mines and hand grenades
can greatly improve the success of an ambush. If each man in the ambush

is instructed to throw a grenade, the number of enemy casualties will
be greatly increased.

(2) (C) ITEM: Need For Training Replacements on 90mm Recoilless Rifle.

(a) OBSI"VAlON: Replacement personnel should be trained on the
9Omm recoilless rifle.

(b) EVALUATION: Replacement personnel are not familiar with
employments, care and characteristacs of the 90mm recoilless rifle.
When these personnel are given one, they cannot use it or they are
dangerous to themselves and others,

(c) RE001-ENDATION: That training be given as soon as the new
personnel enter the unit on the 90mm recoilless rifle. It uould be
very advantageous if personnel were trained on the weapon prior to
joining the unit,

(3) (C) ITIM: Effectivenees of Radar Sets,

(a) OBSERVATION. Radar sets are proven early warning devices
when used effectively.

(b) EVALUATION. Some of the new radar operators do not know how
to properly operate the radar set,

(c) RQ)MENDATION. An operation training program should be set
up for all new radar operators.

(4) (C) !TE: Improper Use of Scout Dogs.

(a) OBSERVATION: Scout dog teams are being improperly utilized
due to a lack of knowledge by commanders and small unit leadersp.

(b) EVALUATION: Units are not getting the benefits that the
scout dog bean can given them
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(c) REOMMENDATION: That classes and Iriefings be h3ld to inform
commanders md small unit leaders of the capabilities and utilization of
scout dog teams

(5) (C) ITRt: Squad and Platoon Refresher Training.

(a) OBSERVATION: Personnel sometimes fail to apply basic sucoess-
ful tactics during combat operations, i.e., squad fire and maneuver,
ambush techniques.

(b) EVALUATION: Basic combat skills must be continually re-
evaluated and re-taught at the squad and platoon level.

(c) REODMMNDATION: Fire teams, squads and platoons should receive
training tactics, employment of weapons and marksmanship between
combat operations,

D. INTELLIGENCE.

() (C) ITEM: Emplacement of Duffle Bag Sensors Using Aerial Photo-
graphy.

(a) OBSERVATION: Mrom all intelligence sources, particularly
imagery interpretation and jisual reconnaissance, areas are selected
for Duffle Bag sensors. Large scale9 good quality photography is
then accomplished by Mohawk direct support aircraft. This imagery
is read out for the best camouflaged locations, and prints are anno-
tated with these locationsp then given 8-digit coordinates. Annotated
prints or photomosaics3 as applicable. are given to the unit which ha
responsibility for emplacing the sensors.

(b) EVALUATION: This method has proven to be very efficient.
Response time from request to annotated prints is typically less than
72 hours, Annotated prints make emplacement more accurate than previous
methods and subsequent artillery engagement is more accurate, This
photography becomes the basis for comparative studies to determine
if new trails are being used by the enemy to bypass the sensor
arrangement.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Aerial photography should continue to be used
to determine "best' locations for Duffle Bag sensors and annotated prints
be used for accurate emplacement,

(2) (C) ITEM: Tagging of POW2s ith Water Repel] ent Cards.

(a) OBSERVATION: The escalation if enemy activities during the
reporting period resulted in the processing of numerous detainees and
POW'S, The present identification system necesittes tagging each
individual vith an identification card to faci-t-ate organized process-
ing. Often, wet weather makes these cards illegible.



(b) EVALUATION: A better system of tagging detainees/POW's is
essential for organized processing and accurate accounting of personnel.

(c) RECOMIENDA71ON: That a water repellent identification card
be developed and issued in lieu of existing cards to prevent unnecessary
confusion in personnel identification due to illegible ID cards caused
by inclement weather.

(3) (C) ITEM: Voluntary Information Program (VIP).

(a) OBSERVATION: There has been increased positive reaction to
the VIP campaign (Voluntary information Program) observed in the TAOI.
The majority of information has been given by children. Althoukh it
is standard practice to exchange money for enemy information provided
by civilians, the ISt Bn, 5th I nf (Mech) has used "C" rations rather
than money.

(b) EVALUATION: The increased reaction to the VIP progran by children
seems to have been influenced by the use of "C" rations as a reward instead
of the customary exchange of money, In the five incidents noticed, the
children epressed the desire for the "C" rations over money. A previous
but similar, incident s noticed in a different area. In this case the
child uould only accept half the money offered him. He expressed the fear
that people would become suspicious if he wds found to have too much money.

(c) REOD J NDATION ALthough the preference for "C" rations may
only be a local attitudeo it is suggested that "C" rations be made
available to those citizens who given voluntary information since there
may be a fear of reieiving money, It is also recommended that PSXOPS
support of the VIP Campaign mention that other ,,goods" can be substituted

" for monetary reward.

(4) (C) IT2M4 Kit Carson Scouts

(a) OBSERVATION Performance of Kit Carson Scouts has improved,
they are alert and aggrosive during combat operations.

(b) EVALUATION; Continued association with U.S. units has increased
their confidence and willingness to perform,

(c) RE0MM -NDATION That the Kit Carson Program be expanded to
furnish four scouts per infantry platoon,

(5) (C) ITEM: Combined Reconnassnce/Intelligen. % Patrol (CIP).

(a) OBSERVATION Combined Reconnaissance at Intelligence
Patrol (CRIP) units hhen used in offensive opte tons are unable to
perform their rtimary mission as an intellignc, -ollection agency.

(b) EVALUATION: Use of CUP on frequent night ambushes pro-
ducee little or no intelligence The night ambush can easily be
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performed by infantry elemnts.

(c) REMOIENATION: Relieve the CRIP of standard commitments
and leave them free to react to DIOCC intelligence leads and to gather
information as a free roving force. This may often result in stakeout
missions in villages at night or as ambushes on enemy liaison routes, but
as a result of accumulated intelligence rather than a defensive measure.

(6) (C) ITaM: Use of Vietnamese In POW Interrogation.

(a) OBSERVATION: Unit Vietnamese assets can be used for effective
gathering and exploiting prisoner-of-war information.

(b) EVALUATION: Many POW's are very willing to talk immediately
after captur.e° This is especially true if the individual was not happy
fighting with the VC/NVA. Many times these POW's have information that
could bo used immediately in the tactical situation but it is not gained
because of language difficulties.

(c) RE(OMMEDATION: That a Vietnamese be placed near the POW to
listen to what he has to say. An ARVN soldier is ideal but a Kit Carson
can also be wed. it is not recormered that the unsilied try extensive
interrogation out merely note what the POW say.

(7) (C) ITB4: Use of StaxligT Scope With Radar.

(a) OES.ERVATION. Starlig4t scope and radar sets -e both early
warning devices.

(b) EVALUATION. T o !- c t-oao cu better identify

the type ard size of rzowem'nt

(c) RKR2ZA~TCH. x. 3tare-gm scope shiould be
employed with the ralw set on top -. no radar o ar

(8) (C) ITM Red Ha.ze 1isia

(a) OBS-Vk7TILZ Red Hae 'tnzfra-rea) =mssi.ona flown during the
dry season (Nov--%r) record twicee - many heat eais,ions as =ission_
flown during the vet season.

(b) EVALUATION: This -ncrease in Red H -a activity is directly
attributed to the L-irge number of fires that are found at rando during
the dry season and not an increase in enemy activity or better reaiout
conditions existing during the dry season.

(c) REaO)HENDATION: To minimize confus, and distortion causd
by these non-enemy initiated heat emissions, u.ze s.oald be made of a
last light VR to spot And record the location -^ _i1 brush and grass
fires. This wil permit more accurate readout., and prevent dissipation
of artillery on bogus targets.
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(9)) (C) ITIM: False Floors In Enemy Bunkers.

(a) OBSERVATION: VC/NVA Rear Service elements make extensive use
of camouflage and concealment in order to safeguard their weapons and
food caches from discovery.

(b) EVALUATION: Enemy caches have been discovered inside what
appears on the surface as a fighting or sleeping bunker. However, coser
examination has revealed that some of these bunkers had false floors
and/or false walls constructed of md end logs under which weapons and
canned foodstuffs were stored.

(c) REOJMMBNDATION: A thorough examination should be made of all
enemy bunkers, A steel ro& about three feet in length greatly assists
in conducting speedy checks.

(I0)(C) IT51: Duffie Bag and Ambushes.

(a) OBSERVATION. Duffle bag seismac sensors proved to be useful
when employed in support of ambushes,

(b) EVALUATION: Duffle bag seasmac sensors (G-SIDS) were used by
elements of the Ist Bn, 27th Infantry, on several ambushes both day and
night over a period of one month, The sensors were placed along trails
leading into the kill zone with a minimum of two sensors on each trail
to facilitate estimating direction of movement and size of force. The
sensors were monitored by the ambush command group, The sensor pro-
vided early warning of approaching enemy forces on three separate
occaoions. The system was simple to operate and easy to employ.

(c) RE(DI42NDATICN: That an ambush kit composed of seismic sensors
and claymores be issued as standard equipment to all infantry companies.

(11) (C) ITEM: Increased Visual Recoia-issance Throughout the 25th
Infantry Division TACI

(a) OBSERVATION: A recent analysis revealed that an increase in
daily visual reconnassance missions would be 5ignificantly improve the
Division's intelligence of fort,

(b) EVALUATIO1. In compliance w.th the Davision Ccomarder's
guidance to improve our techniques of locating the enemy, the Battalion
has developed the followiLng courses of action, PIano have been made tA
re-allocate OH-6A helicopters throughout the Division area each day dur-
ing daylight hours. A night visual reconnai5sance and strike capability
has been developed by equipping a UH-iD/H ith tvz. Night Vision Sights,
AN/TVS-4. This aircraft opeates in direct su[ wrt of a maneuver
battalion throughout each night as the intelligonce situation dictates.
Each VR helicopter is accompanied by a helicoptrr gunship to exploit
targets of opportunity. The two aircraft form a team called Night Hai&.
Th concept was borrowed from the Qo, Infantry Division and has been
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improved upon and adapted to meet the requirements of the 25th Infantry
Division. An additional idght reconnaissance and strike capability
has been developed by equi i ing a UH-1H uith a Searchlight, Infra-red,
IKW, 28 volt, 50 91P Xenon. This helicopter is also armed with a M-2 p
.50 caliber MG or 7.62 mirigin and 12 Mark 24 aerial flares. Nhen
equipped with night vision devices, it can reconnoiter and engage the
eney in either natural or infra-red light. This mission is code named
Night Lightning. Finally, attempts are being made to indoctrinate all
unit aviators to the importance of seeking intelligence information on
every flight. An Intelligence Spot Report Net nas been reactivated and
is now fully operational.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That other Divisional aviation battalions
develop a program of continuous evaluation .,f their unit assets'and
capabilities toward improving intelligence gathering techniques. Enphasis
should be placed on a free +srchange of iaeas between divisions.
Liaison trips are most valu,',t...

(12) (C) ITM2: Use of Order of Battle Map.

(a) OBSERVATION: Correlation of information from the various
intelligence sources was based previously on the correlative abWlitiy
of thd inteli.gence analysts,

(b) EVALUATION: A current order of Battle map has been established
and maintained on a daily basis. Information from sensor devices, i.e.,
people sniffer. Red Haze and SLAR, is plotted on the map as are incidents
and agent reports, Any other information adding to the overall intelli-
gence picture is also shown on the map. The result of this systematic
procedure is that the intelligence analysts were no longer required to
rely exclusively on theLr mental recall for information vhich had to be
correlated with new intelligence input,

(C) REW3ENDATION: That this procedure be made a practice in
all G2 sections.

(13) (C) ITEM- Duffle Bag Targeting Procedure.

(a) OBSERVATION. Camouflaged. seisnicp magnetic, acoustic and
infrared sensors continued to be employed in the 25th Infantry Division
TAOR to detect activity along enemy routes of infiltration and lines of
communication. Sensors were used for offensive, defensive and intelli-
gence missions during the period I February to 30 April 1969.

(b) EVALUATION: Eleven areas were seeded .th a total of 378
sensors. Each sensor site was provided ith coverage by artillery fire.
Artillery responded to sensor activations as the result of fire mission
requests from monitoring stations. Confirmat,:.o% of enemy activity and
results were obtained through the use of growd forces or aerial
reconnaissance. In one instance, 19 NVA KIA (BC) were located as the
result of a ground sweep to confirm response -w activations. It is
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reasonably cetain from blood trails and graves in the vicinity of sensor
locations, and destroyed equipment, that Duffle Bag devices Contribute
significantly to the preemption of the enemy's ovement in the Division
TAOI. Sensor activations have directly resulted in increased attrition
of enemy forces and material, while at the sane time acting in an economy
of force role.

(c) RECM4ENDATIONS: Operations using Duf fle Bag devices should
be increased and training in use of sensors for such operations should
be considered for presentation in basic officer's courses and made an
item of issue to Division forces.

LOGISTICS.

(I) (U) IT: Insulated Storage Containers.

(a) OBSERVATION: A requirement existed for a suitable and inex-
pensive container that would preclude melting of ice and ice cream and
spoilage of other dairy products during transport to field locations.

(b) EVALUATION: A 19" x 14-3/4 x 23-1/1" plyood container lined
vith 2"1 styrafoan (from 152= ammnunition) and a plastic insert was
designed and constructed by this division, The container proved to
be invaluable in preserving ice and precluding spoilage of perishable
products. The container will hold 10 gallons of ice cream, 28 quarts
of milk, or an equal volume of similar products.

(c) REOMMENDATION: That widespread dissemination be given to
the merit and value of this field expedient.

(2) (U) ITEM: The Warping of Rotor Blades on the 510 Rotor System.

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit has experienced three incidents of
warped 510 rotor blades vithin a thirty day period.

(b) EVALUATION: Preliminary investigation indicated that the
main cause of the warped blcies is from over stress induced by rapid
pullouts from gun runs. This is especially true when the pullout is
abrupt and is initiated at high airspeeds and power settings on a I
heavily loaded helicopter. In addition to warping the rotor blades,
this type of maneuver also can be extremely damaging to all dynamic
components and the airframe.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That unit stvmdardization check rides
emphasize the dangers of abrupt control movements. Aviators should
be given additional instruction in detecting stress discrepanciee on
gunships. Aeu a tactical essential mission requires abrupt control
movements, a notation should be made in the aircraft log book.

(3) (U) ITEK: CH-6A Avionics and Gyro Equipment,

S57



II
(a) OBSIVATION: There has been a high incidence of avionics

amd gyro equipment becoming inoperative after relatively few operational
hours.

(b) EVALUATION: One possible reason for these failures may be
in the run up procedure. The present procedure calls for the inverter
and radios to be turned on immediately after the generator has been
turned en. When the genierator has just been turned on it causes
a high amperage load throughout the aircraft electrical system. If the
inverter and radios are turnel on immediately, these high loads could
cause damage to them.

(c) RE0014ENDATION: That the radios be turned on after the load
meter reading drops below o6 or 60% of available amperage. Because of
the importance of monitoring pressure instruments, recommend the in-
verter be turned on immediately after the generator is turned on.

(4) (U) ITFM: The Aerial Resupply of Ammunition.

(a) OBSM-VATION: The shipping boxes for 152Mm main gun ammunition
(one round per box) are extrenely bulky and heavy Since aerial re-
supply is restricted by the weight and size of the load, the number of
rounds carried per sortie can be greatly increased by removing some of
the packing material, The A12 airlift pack, when lined with styrafoam
from the original packing, provides suitable cushion for the ammunition
and allows it to ba shipped in the fiber container without the wooden
ammunition box,

(b) EVALUATION: The A12 pack should be lined on the bottom with
a double layer of styrafoam and lined on each side and the top with a
single layer of this aame material. Each pak can then be filled with
35 main gun rounds which are still in their fiber containers. ThisIload is 50% Lighter and 75,0 less bulky than a load of like number of
rounds in the original packing boxesI

c) REOMM-NDATION: That this method of aerial resupply packing
be included in instructions to units authorized 152m ammunition.

(5) (U) ITM: Use of 55 Gallon Drums in Bunker Construction.

(a) OBSERVATION: Sandbags and lumber are often critical items
in construction of bunkers.

(b) EVALUATION: Squad size bunkers must be built in new Fire
Support Bases, Sandbags and lumber usually deteriorate over a period
of time and often cannot be used a second time,

(c) REWOMMENDATON: That 55 gallon drums be substituted for beams
to support the roof and be used to supplement sandbags on the sides.



(6) (U) ITMH: M551 Sheridan Vehicle.

(a) OBSgRVATION: During the initial phase of deployment, a high
deadline rate was experienced. This was due to a faulty brass ring in
the rnecoil mechanism. After the problem was identified, corrective
action was taken and the recoil mechanisn has caused few problems since.
After about 700 - 1000 miles of oper-ition the fan tower, generator, and
crankshaft pulleys began to show considerable vear, causing fan belt
failure and an increased deadline. New pulleys were requisitioned from
CONUS, received, thus reducing the deadline rate. Concurrent with the
pulley problems; problems occured with air filters. The filters require
daily cleaning by use of compressed air. The compressed air was not
available due to the area of operations. Scme filters were damaged during
gleaning. The lack of filters in country caused the deadline rate
to rise to a peak of thirty-seven per cent (37,), Engine problems
occurred at the same time the air filter problem appeared. As the
engines were replaced, they wait back intc operation if good air filters
vere on hand; if not, the vehicle renaned deadlined until filters were
available.

(b) EVALUATION: The M551 Sheridan vehicle needs several modifi-
cations to eliminate obvious weak ccnponents. Also, minor redesign
should provide a source uf compressed air for cleaning air filters.

(c) REDIMDATIONS- That aluminum pulleys be replaced with steel
pulleys. That the cJosed breech scavenger system be modified to provide
an air source for cleaning air filters.

(7) (U) ITEM: C&I-6A Tail Rotor Deterioration.

(a) OBSERVATION: Many 0H-6A tail rotors have not attained their
life expectancy in operations with the 25th Infantry Division.

(b) EVALUATION: OH-6A tail rotor blades have been experiencing
material separation in the area of the tail rotor tip cap. For
example, this u'tits DSU reported six O1-AA's requiring tail rotor
changes during the period 23 Apr through 30 Apr 1969, Of these six tail
rotors, five required :hanges because of bonding separation on and
around the tip cap, and the other for material separation of the blade.
Those six blades had an average life of 105 hours or approximately one-
sixth of their programmed life expectancy.

(c) REODMIENDATION: A more durable bonding material be employed -

in the construction of the ta 1 rotor blade for the OH-6Ao Additionally,
issuing a repair kit for field repairs of the 011-6A tail rotor blAde
would provide greater OH-6A availability.



(8) (U) ITEM: 600OGP Airmobile Urits.

(a) OBSERVATION: Water supply is a major responsibility of the
S-4 section, purifying between 1 and 2 miLLi on gal.ons cf water per
month.

(b) EVALUATION: The unusually large TAOI 's, fire support concept
and inaccessibility of terrain demands doubling and tripling the original
TOE tapacity. Six hindred GPH airmobile units have proven to be very
satisfactory and capable of providing the potable water required.

(c) REODMIMENDAT.ZN: The light weight and ease of operation of the
GPH airmobile units make them more useful and adaptable than the larger,
less mobile 1500 GPH truck mounted unit.

(9) (U): ITaM: The TO Override of the AR/AAV

(a) OBSERVATION: The TO override handle is located too low
inside te vehicle. lben the TC fires the Sheridan "from tho hip" his
head is below the level of the .50 caliber shield.

(b) EVALUATION. Since the tank commander does all the day
time firing, he must be able to see the target, see the gun tube, and
place effective fire on his target, With the override handle located
in its original position this cannot be done.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The 3/4 Cav has found a temporary solution
to the problem. By welding a bracket to the right half of the TC hatch
they were able to move the TC handle out of the vehicle. With the TC
handle in this position the TC can place effective fire on his target.
This is not the best answer because the power cable to the TC handle
runs through the TC cupola. The TC is then unable to operate the cupola
electrically. This problem could be solved by developing a bracket to
raise the TC handle from its original position but keep it inside the
vehicle. It could be raised about 12 to 18 inshcs and still be inside
the vehicle.

(10) (U) :TIM: Ammo Stowage Racks of the AR/AW

(a) OBSERVATION: The current amino stowage racks in the drivers
compartment and under the turret do not support the combustable case
when the vehicle is jolted hard.

(b) EVALUATION: When a vehicle hits a mine or a rice paddy
dike hard we have experienced a separation of the combustible case
from the projectile.

(c) REWOI4ENDATION: A support for the case should be fixed to
hold/counteract the %hiplash effect, This could bea modified honey-
comb to pa.tially eliminate some of the fire hazard.
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(11) (U) ITEX: The Turret Stowage Rac.

(a) OBSERVATION: The turret stowage rack is inadequate to
ho d necessary equipment and ammunition,

(b) EVALUATION: The ammount of small arms ammo required for

the cre-s will not fit on the vehicle. The vehicle was designed to
hold 1000 .50 caliber and 3000 coax rounds. The crews like to carry
5000 .50 caliber and 8000 coax rounds.

(c) RECOMNNDATION: Th,, turret stowage rack should be enlarged
and bettrA supported. The 3/4 Car overcame the problem by welding
reinforcing rods and redesigned the rack to be somewhat similar to the
M48 !'ack. An additional rack was designed to fit on the rear slope over
tha pioneer tools. This rack will hold boxes of small arms. This
extra rack requires an extension for the exhaust to guard against cook-
off in the amio boxes.

(12) (U) IT44: Zero ealance of ASL items,

(a) OBSERVATrON The Division Supply Office currently has 1422 AS

items at zero balance.

(b) EIAJUATION: The zero balance problem is acute on high demand
items such as: Stencils, plastic eating utensils, correction fluid,
insecticide, and 2 OZ. boLtles of insect repellent, etc. These expendable
items are requested in bulk quantitaes for stockage on a 12 priority,
This low priority does not provide for sufficient speed in the receipt
of these items to allow proper service to customers.

(c) RECOIiDATION: That depot procedures be re'W.sed to provide
prompt service on hign demand items,

(13) (U) ITEiM: Aircraft Lube Oil (1, L--7808).

(a) OBSRVATION. Aircraft Lube Oil (MIL-L'-7808) is in short supply

within the theater.

(b) EVALUATION: A ma-nten're and supply directive received during
the period encouragec tne use of MIL-L-23699 in all ircraft where appli-
cable. The change ovcr wav accomplished for all aircraft except the
CH-47 and OH-6A engine5s, YL-I-7d808 o3i remained critical. The resultant
effect was the generation of a maintenance problem (which oil where and
when) as well as a supply problem (required stockage of t- oils in place
of one) all because one oil was short,

(c) REC01.4ENDATION: That revised theater tockage objective be
established tod preset demands met, if the airc'aft for which it is
required are to continue operations.

"-'/4I



(14) (U) ITEM: Intra-Theater Depot Support.

(a) OBSERVATION: Ifith the non-availability of some ite, at the
Long Binh Depot it has recently become necessary to send p-sonnel to
depots at Da Nang, Quin Nhon and Cam Ranh Bay to pick up required items.
On 10, 11, and 12 April 1969, personnel were sent to all of the above'
depots to pick up air delivery equipment and .50 caliber machine guns.
On 28 and 29 April 1969, personnel were sent to Cam Ranh Bay to pick
up stencils, ink, corrective fluid, insecticide, AN/GRC 106 radios and
typewriters.

(b) EVALUATION: These trips cause a loss of time and manpower.
This situation has been created by the failure of the ICC to direct
depots other than Long Binh to ship items to the 25th Infantry Division.
In those cases uhere the ICC has directed shipment from Quin 11hon, the
requests were sent back annotated "cancelled not authorized customer."

(c) REWOMMENDATION: That the ICC implement a system that ill
allow shipments from depots other than primary supporting depot 4

(15) (C) ITEM: Ammunition Storage on RASP Trailers.

(a) OBSERVATION: During the last half of February and the month
of March, the ASP kept trailers loaded ith various types of anmuMition
on hand in preparation of the TET offensive.

(b) EVALUATION: The rolling ammunition supply point (RASP) trailers
wre utilized to hold and issue the ammunition and therefore reduce the
requirements for combat essential missions when the Division was undergoing
heavy contact,

(c) REVOMM3NDATION: When heavy ammunition requirements are foreseen,
continue the RAa program,

(16) (C) ITE4: Number of Helipads at Fire Support Bases,

(a) OBSIVATION: Each fire support base should have two helip-s,

(b) EVALUATION: Fire Support Bases usually have one pad built
outside the defensive wre. The one pad is very satisfactory except
when in contact, than it is very difficult to secure the pad for
resupply or MEDEVAC.

(c) REO0MKENDATION: That tuo helipads be built, The traditional
one outside for normal use, plus an auxliary one inside the fire
support base for use during periods of enemy action, and during periods
of limited visibility when the aircraft uou] be extremely vuLsrable
if parked outside the berm.
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(17) (C) iTEM: DetonatIng Cord.

(a) OBSERVATIONs Detonating cord when buried in the ground can
become unserviceable in a relutively short period of timeo

(b) EVALUATION: Examination of the detonating cord has revealed
that it is attacked by a termite like Insect which bores thragh the
protective covering and eats the explosive train.

(c) ECOMMENDATION: When detonating cord is used in static
defense situations it should be inspected daily and shculd be buried
only when absolutely necessary.,

(18) (U) !TEM: Installation of AN/PRC 77 in the Light Observation
Hecoptsr,

(a) OBSERVATION: The 2nd Brigade presontly has four "LOH"
helicopters assigned for tacti'al and general support missions. Subject
aircraft is equipped with one rM radio AN/PRC-54 and one UHF radio to
facilitate radio corr;muncatirns In a tactical support role the aircraft
is normally utilized by Battalion Commanders and/or Artillery LN0'6 Causing
inadequate communication facilities.

(b) EVALUATION: Aircraft utilized for Command and Control
ships must have adequate communication facilities to insure control,
i.e., capability for pilot, the Battalion Commander, and the Artillery
LNO to communicate simultaneouslyo

(c) RECO10NDATIONs That two PRC-77's with associated antenna
AT27i be installed in the LOH (OH-6) attached to Infantry Brigades for

tactical support missions,

(19) (U) ITEMs Tracked Fuel Vehicle,

(a) OBSERVATIONt Need for fNel vehicle that can accompany
tactical. vehicle on operations°

(b) EVALUATIONi Conventional fuel trucks are unable to nego-

tiate the terrain encountered in aross-country operations. A tracked
fuel vehicle is required.

(a" RECOMMENDATION: The mounting of 60O gallcn fuel pods in
M-548 enables the tactical vehioles to cov, ,ti their missions with-
out returning to the roads.
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F. ORGAIZATION: None.

G. OTHEs None.

FOR THE CQONMXMAI

4 Incl ROBERT Le £..

Ind 1 wd Hq, DA Colonel, aS

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION

6 eopi.. - CG, II Field Forces, ATTN, P-3
3 copies - CG, USARV, ATTs AVHGC-(DST)
2 copies - CG, USABFAC, ATTNt GPOF.-DT
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-PE-H (M ay 69) let Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 2rth Infantry Division for the

Period &ding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-I)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Ianoisoo 90266 jjUN 1959

THRU: Commanding Genera , US Armr Vietnam, ATITIN AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Ar Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-IT , AO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, ashington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Orational Report -

Lessons Learned of the 25th Infantry Division for the period ending
30 April 1969.

FOR THE COtgNDER3

. G, MACDO B

ILl. AGC
Ass! AG

CONFIDENTIAL
L---



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U) 6 JUL 196$

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquart6rs,
25th Infantry Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Authorized Grade of Graves
Registration Section Sergeant," section II, page 181, paragraph A(2);
concur. Standards o Srade authorization contained in change 12 to
AR 611-201 (Er.listed 1ilitary Occupational Specialties) authorizes an
E7 memorial activities platoon sergeant (IOS 57F40) as principle NCO of
a memorial activities unit comprised of 40 or more personnel. This
headquarters will request that USARPAC/DA make pen and ink changes to
TOE IO-.TG reflecting the grade increase. The unit wall be furnished an
information copy of the letter requesting the update.

b. (U) .eference item concerning "Aviation l.aintenance KiTOE Action,"
section II, page 182, paragraph A(3). Upon receipt of MTOE submitted to
update 103 authorization, this headquarters will evaluate and process
the documrent in accordance with established procedures.

c. (C) Reference item concerning 'Techniques for Defeating Enemy
.51 Caliber Anti-Aircraft Fire with the Helicopter Gunships," section II,
page 184, paragraph B(4); concur in the use of this technique for night
operations.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Providing the Low LOH with Enough
Side and Rear Suppression to Suppress Anti-Aircraft Fire," section II, page
190, paragraph B(17); nonconcur. The requirement for a more flexibls
(door mounted) N-134 minigun for the LOH can be submitted through the

ENSURE Program. This procedure would facilitate determining if a USARV
requirement exists for a new subsystem for the LOH, and if approved,
would also result in adequate testing and flight certification of the
weapon subsystem.

e. (U) Reference item concerning "F'YOFS on Tne-tical Ylissions,"
section II, page 191, paragraph B(21); concur. Current doctrinal litera-
ture stresses that PSYOPS is a highly effective sur; orting weapons systeri
which should be habitually iategrated with other we .pons systems to assist
ix the accomplishment of the commander's missior 'para 5 P 33-5, Oct 66).

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL



.. . . ...... ............

CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (-May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-l) (U)

In addition current doctrine stresses that consistent psychological
attacks upon morale, when integrated with other military operations, caa
lower the combat efficiency of enemy soldiers (para 6c(2) FM 33-5).
E3nemy soldiers subjected to psychological operations over extended periods
can be induced to malinger, surrender, desert, or refrain from last ditch
resistance (para 6c(3) FM 33-5).

f. (0) Reference item concerning "Voluntary Information Program
(VIP)," section II, page 194, paragraph D(3); concur. Paragraph 6f, USARV
Regulation 381-6 states: "Rewards in the form of goods or equipment may
offer a more positive incentive than cash payments. If rewards of this
nature are made, the item(s) should be common to the area and readily
available on the local market."

g. (U) Reference item concerning "Kit Carson Scouts," section II,
page 194, paragraph D(4); concur. Kit Carson Scouts are authorized
based on requirement determined by using unit within overall strength
ceilings of program.

h. (C) Reference item concerning "Duffle Bag and Ambushes," section
II, page 196, paragraph D(lO); concur. Allocations of sensors to USARV
combat units beginning o/a Sep 69 will permit these units to issue enough
sensors to infantry companies to prepare an ambush kit, as described. In
addition to the GSID, a new sensor called the PSID (Patrol Seismic
Intrusion Detector) will provide a lighter weight and more easily used
system designed specifically for ambush patrols. This will be allocated
by Y1ACV to all units for use in the ambush role. Unit will be advised
of above comment.

i. (C) Reference item concerning "Duffle Bag Targeting Procedure,"
section II, page 197, paragraph D(13); concur. Operations using these
sensors are expected to double by September 1969. USARV has brought to
the attention of ACSFOR and to the CONARC Liaison Team during their
visit to RVN in June 1969, that inclusion of sensor courses in CONUS
service schools was greatly desired. Some courses are now being
initiated. A standard sensor BOI is now being studied by both USARV
and USACDW.

J. (U) Reference item concerning "Insulated Storage Containers,*
section II, page 198, paragraph E(l); concur. The value and method of
construction of the field expedient insulated storage container will
be given widest dissemination through food service ne.wsletters and
publications. No further action required at highe- headquarters.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

k. (U) Reference item concerning "Warping of Rotor Blades on the
540 Rotor System," section II, page 198, paragraph E(2); concur. The
poesibility of damaging main rotor blades on UH-1C and AH-IG aircraft
during abrupt, high speed maneuvers was emphasized at the USARV Flight
Standardization Conference, 23 June 1969, and will be published in a
USARV Flight Standardization Letter.

1. (U) Reference item concerning "OH-6A Avionics anu Gyro Equip-
ment-" section II, page 199, paragraph E(3); nonconcur in any change to
the OH-6A checklist contained in 7H 55-1520-214. No other units have
reported this type failure. It is well known that a voltage surge can
damage radio equipment, however, if the checklist is ua-ed without
short-cuts, no problems should occur.

m. Reference item concerning "The Aerial Resupply of Ammunition,"
section II, page 199, paragraph E(4); nonconcur. Airlift of 152 m main
gun ammtion in a configuration other than by complete round packaging
is not recommended because of the extreme fragility of the round. No
further action required by higher headquarters.

n. (U) Reference item concerning "0H-6A Tail Rotor Deterioration,*
section II, page 200, paragraph E(7); concur. OH-6A Project Managers
Office has issued a maintenance procedure for the repair oe tail rotor
tip caps by direct support units. The procedure specifies clearances,
rivets, and bonding material to be used. Numerous EIR's have estab-
lished a USAAVSCCK review of OH-6A tail rotor materials and bonding
process,

o. (C) Reference item concerning "TC Override of the AR/AAV,
section II, page 201, paragraph E(9); concur. CG USAWECOH has agreed
to apply this modification on all future M551 Sheridans before issue
to using units. No further action is required.

p. (U) Reference item concerning "Zero Balance of ASL Items,"
section II, page 202, paragraph E(12); nonconcur. The items of supply
addressed in this observation are considered to be noncombat essential
and therefore do not qualify for processing with high priorities.
No further action required at this or higher headquarters.

q. (U) Reference item concerning "Aircraft Lube Oil (MIL-L-7808),"
section II, page 202, paragraph E(13); concur. USARV letter, dated
3 May 1969, subject: Use of MIL-L-23699 and MIL-L-7808 Oils in Arm
Turbine Powered Aircraft, directed the change to MIL-L-23699 for all
components using MIL-L-7808, except CH-47 transmissions and main rotor
hubs. Stockage level was adjusted accordingly,

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVwx-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

r. (U) Reference item concerning "Intra-Theater Depot Support,"
section II, page 203, paragraph E(14); concur. The conditions de-
scribed in this observation did exist at the time of the writing due
to errors in Qul Nhon depot achine pro rams AU2 referrals from the
Inventory Control Center, Vietnam (ICCV) were rejected if the supplemen-
tary address did not match the depot customer listing. This problem was
corrected and currently all ICCV referrals are being processed and ship-ments to supplementary addresses completel. Referral from the orimary
depot source to other in-country depots is an integral part of the
Standard Supply System, Vietnam (35VN). No further action required at
this or higher headquarters.

s. (U) Reference item concerning "Installation of AN/PRC-77 in
the Light Observation Helicopter,, section II, page 204, paragraph
E(18); concur. Interim coimand consoles are to be fabricated in USARV
toward this requirement. An INSURE request is being prepared for a
lightweight console for the IOH, which will provide three EI radios
for the C&C ship.

FOR THE CGWANDER:

C.LA.ILT, AG,.
Cy furn: -se'tunt Adjutant Cserwa
25th Inf Div
II FFV

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

GPOP-IY? (I May 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Pteport of RQ, 25th Inf Div for Period Endiug

30 April 1969, ECS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HQ, US An , Pacific, APO Sa. Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Ar"y, Washington, D. C. 20310

Thiu headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-

ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CGOWID IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
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DEPARtHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCCG 25 April 1969

COMMANDERS COMBAT NOTE UMBER 28

SUBJECT: Employment of GS During Combat Operations

1. The riot control agent CS can be employcd as a persistent powder for terrain
denial or as a non-persistent pyrotechnic mixture in tactical situations where a
short duration of effect is desired. Employment concepts for various CS muni-
tions are described in the following paragraphs.

2. Persistent CS.

a. Bulk quantities of persistent CS can be used to restrict the enemy's use
of infiltration routes, base camps, assembly areas, underground tunnels, and
dug-in fighting positions. Large area targets or line targets can be covered
by dropping 55 gallon drums containing 80 pounds of CS each from a CH-h7 aircraft.
The driunc are armed for detonation or, impact. As each drum detonates powdered CS
is disseminated over an area approximatel. 30 meters in diameter. During the dry
season the CS powder will be effective from 4 - 6 weeks. Heavy rains will signi-
ficantly reduce the duration of effectiveness.

b. Use of persistent CS in underground installations and fighting positions
will prevent the enemy from en-ering these structures. Contamination can be
achieved by placing 8 pound bags or jeepo cans of powdered CS on detonating cord
that is strung throughout the tunnels or fighting positions and detonating the
cord. The M25A2, persistent CS filled, baseball grenade may be used to contam-
inate small tunnel entrances and fighting positions. The grenade has a bursting
radius of 5 meters.

3. Tactical non-persistent CS.

a. E158 CS Clusters. This munition is aerial delivered from a UH-1 or CH-47
aircraft at altitudes between 700 - 4000 feet. A single munition will cover an
area approximately lo meters in diameter. Within 10 - 15 seconds after the muni-
tion functions the target area is covered with an ircapacitating concentration of
agent CS. The agent cloud will effectively reduce une aimed fire capability of
an attackinC or defeding enemy force. Unmasked brcops will become incapacitated
after a 10 - 15 second exposure to the agent, the- i-come disoriented and often
evacuate their fighting positions exposing then , ,"eZ to friendly fire. Specific
situations for employment are:

(1) During offensive exploitation operations when the objective is to
gain physical control of the target area and its population with minimum casual-
ties.

In 2l 7/



AVDCCO

SUBJECT: Employment of CS During Combat Operations

(2) During a ground attack that is preceded by close air support prepara-
tory fires on the objectives. The use of CS prior to air and artillery fires or
infantry moving onto a position makes enemy forces more vulnerable.

(3) During actions for canalizing a withdrawing hostile force into a kill-
irg zone or blocking position and for restricting an avenue of escape from the
objective area.

(4) During actions where interdiction or harassing attacks into known or
suspected enemy staging areas on a non-patterned recurring basis are desired. When
employed in this manner the E158 munition may complement a sia.ultaneous psycholo-
gical operations effort.

(5) During an attack of a mixed population target where it is desired to
neutralize an entire cormunit , village or hamlet with CS to facilitate search and
clear operations.

(6) Landing zone preparations. E158 munitions dropped on suspected enemy
positions surrounding a landing zone will flush the enemy out and suppress his aimed
fire capability while troops are being unloaded in the area.

(7) During defensive actions as an on call measure to deter or disrupt an
attack on a defensive position, an outpost, or a defended hamlet or village.

(8) During a hostile ambush attack to asfist in countering the ambush or
in suspected taget areas of possible ambuvhing forces.

(9) During retrograde operations when the munition could be used as a
means of breaking contact when a unit's position becomes untenable ana the .ise
of conventiona firepower would inflict friendly casualties because of the close
proximity of hostile forces.

(10) The E158 can be used for reconnaissance in areas mhere aircraft are
receiving fire from the ground and the target cannot be sufficiently defined.
CS dropped on the area may cause the enemy to move and provide a target for artil-
lery.

b. E8 CS Launcher. The E8 launcher is a multiple tube 35mm munition capable
of dispersing riot control agent CS over an area target of approximately 40 meters
wide by 150 deep. An incapacitating concentration of agent CS will cover the tar..
get area within 15 - 30 seconds after firing the munition. The effects of the
agent are the same as those described for the E158 munition. Specific concepts
for employment are:

(1) Counterambush and offensive operations. The E8 launcher can be mounted
on armored.personnel carriers (APC), tanks, and 2 ton vehicles. Mounted and ready
to fire, the E8 munition can be used to engage possible ambush sites or defensive
fighting positions.
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SUBJECT: Employment of CS During Combat Operations

(2) Static defense positions. As time allows, a number of E8 munitions
may be emplaced some distance from the position to cover likely avenues of approach
as an initial deterrent to the advance of hostile forces.

(3) Retrograde actions. The E8 munition may be used as a means of break-
ing contact ihen a unit's position becomes untenable.

(4) Attack of mixed population targets. The impact velocity of the sub-
munitions ejected from the E8 munitior. is slow enough that lethal impact eff -ts
will not result if personnel in the target area are hit. This characteristic of
the munition makes it well suited for neutralizing entire villages or hamlets
with CS to facilitate search and clear operations and to minimize injury to non-
combatants.

IA7A3 and XM54 grenades. The 17A3 is a standard CS 7renade usually carried
in small quantities by ground troops. It can be used effectively for flushing
enemy personnel out of small tunnel complexes. It may also be used to harass and
disrupt small groups of enemy forces w'-jen in close contact. Cases of the M7A3
can be rigged for dropping from a helicopter at altitudes between 700 - 1100 feet.
The M154 is the M7A3 CS grenade with a 12 second delay fuze. The addition of the
delay fuzc permits aerial dissemination of the grenades at an altitude of IOO
fec 3. The M7A3 and XM5h rigged for aerial delivery can be used as a substitute
for the E158.

d. XM651 hOmr CS cartridge. The 0mm CS cartridge was developed for the M79
launcher ai.d is employed for flushing the enemy out of enclosed positions such as
caves, kouses, bunkers and other fortifications. Maximum accuracy of the car-
tridge is obtained at ranges up to 200 meters. Area targets may be engaged up to
400 meters. The projectiles will penetrate window glass or up to 3/A inch thick
pinewood at 200 meters before releasing CS.

e. Mortar and artillery projectiles. Maximum results from CS filled mortar
and artillery rounds can be achieved by using them in a target preparation role.
Preceding HE fires b one to ten minutes with CS rounds will often flush the enemy
out of fortified positions and increase the effectiveness of subsequent HE rounds.
The CS rounds may also be used in harassing and interdiction fires and in built
up areas where it is desired to reduce property loss and civilian casualties.
Presently, there are two types of projectiles in RVN. They are:

(1) The 04630, 4.2 in CS cartridge. The 1630 cartridge ejects four
canisters either on impact or at a preset optimum altitude of 120 meters above
ground level. The CS agent from one round covers an area of approximately 320
square mc-ters. The round may be employed up to a range of 5650 meters.

(2) The XM629, 105mm CS projectile. The l§%nmi CS round also ejects four
CS canisters on ground impact or at a preset altitude. The single round coverage
for the 105 projectile is similar to that of the 4.2 inch cartridge. However,
the 105 round can be employed at ranges up o 7000 meters.
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SUBJECT: Employment of CS During Combat Operations

4. Three factors which must be considered when employing any CS munitions are:

a. U3e sufficient munitions to cover completely the periphery of the target
to makei use of escape ratites difficult.

b. On moving targets, sufficient munitions must be employed to cover the
area of possible movement.

c. Timly exploitation of the target area must be accomplished to gain the
maximum effectiveness of the agent.

5. The employment of CS during tactical operations provides the field commander
a capability of maintaining pressure on the enemy with a minimum risk to friend-
ly personnel.

ELIS WT. WILLIAMSON
Major General, USA
Commanding
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DEPARTMENT OF '. ARMY
AQIA.RTERS, 25TH WFANVY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96225

AvDC(C* 27 April 1969

COMMANDERS COMBAT NOTE NUMBER 29

SUBJECT: Killer Eye

1. Killer Eye is d practial device utilize! fr the detection of trip
wires and destruction of the acconpanying o.bytrap. The device is fabri-
cated from the eye bolt lifting plug -. ocat.d in tbe fuze 'jell of 155mm
or 8-inch artilery, nmniti :n.

2. The lifting plug is rigged for o. rat.on by attaching a 50-foot length
of rope, WD-l/TT jacketel field telephone wire or claymore firing wire En
the lifting ring. Claymore £iin, wir, is pr.fcrable to teler-one wire
because of itc greater flexioiiity.

3. As the soldier moves ,',ito a sut.c,,co boo.yT.rap area he searches by
throwing the Killer Eye out te his front as far as possible. fie then assumes
a prone positiOn and retri.eves the Killer v;y.. Any tripwires present will
be snagged by the Iog -as i. parst,; ever l-"n and rhr, boobytrap detonated.
This procedure is repeated a: , soloi-r i:ow, 'orward,

- LLIC W. WI.IAMSON
Major Ge.neral, USA
%inr'mandi ng

Incl 3
75"



DE'ARWIENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUA1rERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96225
Cct4l l=' D~htf'eAL

AVONP 4 Hay 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3-32) (K-1)

M0: Commanding General
United States Army, Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96375

1 (U) NAME OR IDENTITY AND/OR TYPE OF OPERATION. PB Frontier Cty

(Of fensive-D efens e)

2 (U)DATES OF OPERATION: 2408O April - 260630 April 69.

3 (C)LOCATION: Hieu Thien Province, RVN (Xr203288)(See Annex A)

4 (C) ONTROL HEADQUARTERS: lSt Brigadep 25th Infmtry Division

5 (U)REPORT[Wi OFFICER: G3p 25th Infantry Division

6 (U)TAS ORGANIZATION: Co C9 4-9 Irf Ei v th I plat, Btry B, 7-1i Arty
( 105m Howitzes)

7 (C)aUPPORT71M FORCES: The supporting forces for this operation
consisted of the normal combat support forces of the 25th Inf Di.
Artillery, Army Aircraft and US Air Force Aircraft. The support com-
mitted to the battle was not specifically planned for exclusive support
of PB Frontier CLty, rather the general disposition of division sup-
porting forces had been planned in advance to support multiple con-
tingencies. Only the mission had to be given to shift the fires of
the supporting units into the area of contact.

a, US Artillery,

(I) Indirect fire. Listed below are the artillery units Vhich
provided indirect fire support to PB Frontier City. The mission of
the unit is indicated.

(a) Btry B, 2-77 Arty (105mm) attached to 7-11 Arty Bn,
Mission: Direct Support, lst Brigade, 25th Inf Div. Location: FSD
Sedgwick (xT2438)o

DOn 4RADED AT 3 YEAR IN VALS;
C~iz NFiDE,rW L DECLASIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
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(b) Btry B, 1-27 Arty (155sm) II FFORCEV Arty. Mission:
General Stpport - Reinforcing , 25th Inf Div Arty. Location FSB
Stoeman (XT30i372)o

(c) Section, Btry D, 3-13 Arty (8 in.). Mission: General
Support Reinforcing, 7-11 Arty Bn. Location: FSB Stonenan.

(d) Btry B, 2-32 Arty (175am). II FFURCEV Arty. Mission:
Gene#.I Support - Reinforcing 25th Inf Div Arty. Location: Tay Nirh
Base Camp (Xr165515)o

(2) Direct Fire - 1 platoon, Btry, 7-11 Arty was positioned at
PB Frontier City, Mission: Direct fire support of the Patrol Base
employing "Killer Jr": time fuzed rounds, fired with minimum charge
set to burst close in to defending areas.

b. US Army Aircraft - Eleven (i1) Light Fire Teams (Two AH-%}
Cobra aircraft) flew in support of the operation,

c. US Air Force Aircraft -

(I) Spooky Aircraft - Three were committed to the battle.

(2) Shadow Aircraft - One aircraft was committed.

(3) Fighter Aircraft - 2 F4C5 ad 2 F-1005 were employed.

8 (C)INTELZGENCE: The general status and disposition of enemy forces
in the vicinity of Patrol Base Frontier City (vic r203288) prior to the
25-26 April attack on the base was believed to have been as follow
(see overlay):

UNEIT LOCATION TRMTH SOURCE OF INFOFRATION

271 VC/NVA Regt Cambodia opposite 1300 Prisoners; agent
Straight Edge Woods reports# & othek sources

272 VC/NVA Regt Angel's Wing 800 Prisoners; agent
reports; & other sources

DI VC/NVt. E Dispersed vic XT1627 300 Rallier; agent reports

D14 VC/NVA Bn Dispersed vic XT1627 - 400 Prisoners; agent reports
1 Co SSE of Tay Ninh City

Cto~Fi D1~r-riaL
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The attack on Patrol Base Frontier City was executed by an estimated two
battalion size force which approached the base from the southeast, south
and southwest. The enemy used standard tactics in the attack, which
consisted of a preparation with heavy artillery fire using 107mm rockets,
RPGs, 60am and 82am mortars and .51 cal machinegun fire, The artillery
attack was followed by an attempted sapper penetration and ground assault.
Enemy losses in the action were 214 KIA and 6 PW . Interrogation of five
of the prisoners and translation of captured documents identified the
ad and 3d Battalions of th,% Z71 VC/NVA Regiment. Four of the PWs indi-
cated that they had been with the 9th Division for less than a month.
Three of the prisoners had infiltrated from North Vietnam during the
December - April time frame. Two of the new North Vietnamese arrivals
stated that oncetheir infiltration battalion arrived at the 9th Division,
the cadre personnel at company lvel and higher returned to North Vietnam
with South Vietnamese cadre taking their places. Morale within the
prisoner's units ranged from poor to good. The strength of the 2d an
3d Battalions was at least 200 each prior to the' attack at Frontier City.
One of the PWs said that the 3rd Battalion left its base camp near the
Cambodian border on 23 April. ihere it had been serving as a security
force for the 271 Regiment headquarters . and began moving toward its
objective, Patrol Base Frontier City. Statements from the prisoners
repArding future intentione of their units were vague and generally
noetiveo However one of the Pes did state that an attack ws to be

*launched on Saigon and Gia Dinh in May 69 in order to "Resolve the
battle in SVN". The infantry elements were supported by the 12.7mm
anti-aircraft machinegur. company and the 75mm re coillee s rifle support
company of the 271 Regiment which were identified from documents.
Codes feund on one document were associated with the 69 Artillery Command
thus suggesting that COSVN artillery support elements augmented the
9 VC/NVA Division for the attack,

b, Patrol Base Frontier City was situated in a flat open area
approximately three kilometers to the north of the Ca bodian border, The

terrain surrounding the base was generally open wth small -woded areas
300m southwest and 150m southwest of the baseo Cover and concealment
was provided along avenus% of approach to the base frcm the southwest
and the southeast by these wooded areas, Visual observation from the
base was good over long distances except for the two small wooded areas.
Fields of fire were clear and observation was good in the areas immedi-
ately adjacent to the patrol base, Dense brushwood lined a northeast-
southwest stream which passed within 450 meters of the base to the south-
east. Shortened avenues of approach to the base from the south, south-
east and east were provided from positions located in the vegetated areas
along this stream.

c. Weather was clear and visibility good during the evening and
early morning of 25-26 April,

C r WI4 aL.
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d. Patrol Base Frontier City was located in the Long Khanh Village
area, lieu Thien District, of Tay Ninh Province. The Long Khanh ara
encompasses the southeast portion of the Straight Edge Woods; its
southern boundary is the Vietnamese Cambodian border. long Khanh Villae
was given a "C" rating in the most recent MACV Hamlet Evaluation System
(HES) Report. Pro-GVN sentiment of the local populace is marginal and
enemy elenets, when in that area, are believed receive significant
support from the people.

9 (U)4ISSION: To provide pacification and security means, interdict VC/
NVA lines of comimcation, find and destroy base areas and cachas, and
elements of the 272nd Regt, D1 wAd D16 Bns,

10 (C) ONCEPT OF OPERATION: 4-9 Inf established a patrol base 24 April
1969 vic Xr203288 utilizing one rifle company, reinforced by tmo 1056m
Howitzers, Platoon sized sweeps ere conducted out of this basu during
the day.

11 (C) EXECUTION- (See ANEX B - sketch)PB Frontier City was one of a
series of PBs which had been established along the Cambodian Border by
the 25th Infantry Division. The specific order for the establishment of
Patrol BasG Frontier City was issued to the 1st Brigade on 21 April 1969.
The base was to be established 24 April 1969.

Company C, 4-9 Inf was given the mission to establish and occupy FB
Frontier City. Company A. 4-9 Inf wa3 designated the support Company.
The need for a support company was dictated by the requirenent that the
PB defenses be completed prior to dark of the first night. On 24 April
1969 Company C walked overland to the location of PB Froatier City.
Company A was airlifted into the area. One D5 bulldozer vas moved to
the area by Flying Crane (CH-54) and a D7 Dozer was floated down the Vai
Co Dong on a raft and then floated down the Rach Bao Canal. It was moved
the reainder of the distance overland. With these assets in the rea,
the construction of PB Frontier City was begun. Previous experience had
shom that the circular perimeter defense was most effective for patrol
bases.

The capability to locate and build a hardened company fighting posi-
',Uon with overhead cover in 9 hours is critical to the success of this
operation.

The position of the patrol base was selected and an engineer stake
was driven at the center, A rope 40 meters long was attached to the stake
and stretched out from the center - this formed the radius of the circular
trace oi the bunker line. Next, an aiming circle was positioned at the
center of the circle, and an initial engineer stake was driven at O° to
mark the pu4 tion -f the first bunker, Additional stakes were driven every
I5 arouW e perimettr to mark the locations of all 24 bunkers.

C, t-i DE-NriL 7 q
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Outside the bunkerline, another circle was marked 75 meters out.
This established the location of the perimeter defensive wire barrier,

After the bunker positions had been markeds a standard package was
dropped at each of the 24 stakes. This package consisted of one 15 pound
shsped demolition charge, 2 sheets of pierced steel planking, and a
bundle of sand bags. The shaped charges were placed next to the ergi-
neer stakes and the initial hole for the bunker was bloun. A atandard
9' bunker was then built using the PS? and sandbags and squaring up the
blown crater,

At the same time that Company C was building their bunkers, ompany
A; the support company; was establishing the wre barrier° This con-
sisted of one row of triple concertina wire. Three hundred claymore were
anplaced in two concentric circles between the bunkers and the wire (15
per burker).,

As the bunkers were completed the bulldozers pushed up berms betwe m
each bunker establishing a 360 wall around the position. Further, the
bulldozers worked inside the perimeter establishing pits for storage of
aamunitiono These pits were then covered with tin layers of sandbags
for overhead covero

A standard 20' observation tower was flown in, fully assemhled,
by a CH-47 and positioned in the center of the patrol base The top was
sandbagged and the AN/PPS-4 radar and starlight scope were positioned on
top of the tower for night operation.

Finally, the two 05mm howitzers were moved into pos3.tion behind
prepared interior berms and laid to fire direct firo, principal direction
of fire to the south,

The fields of fire were cleared by the bulIdoze-ra, including the
levelirg of all rice paddy dikes to a distance of 100 meters beyond the
ire. By 241700 April 69p the position was ready. Company A was airlifted

out, and Company C took up their fighting positions for the night.

The night of 24 April was quiet, There was a radar sighting of
movement shortly before midnight9 apparently a small reconnaissance
party. The remainder of the night passed without event,

During the daylight hours of 25 April Company A continued to improve
the Patrol Base and conducted local security reconnaissance patrols.
No enemy contact was made. The two bulldozers iere moved out of the area
by air and rafto.

At 251945 Apr the PPS-4 radar, mounted atop the tower, picked up
movement on an azimuth of 4200 mile of an estimated company sized unit.

CONFrn~rsaL
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This target was not immediately engaged. Both the-radar and starlight
scope continued to observe to permit the situation to develop further.
This delay in engaging was probably a contributing factor to the high body
count, At 2100 hours, the starlight scope observed movement of a platoon
sized element at 1000 meters, This unit was positioning 1eG weapons sd
ammunition along a rice paddy dike to be picked up and used by other
elements that iould be committed to the attack. At 2200 hours the radar
was picking up heavy movement throughout the sector from 4200 to 6000 mils.
Additionally, one platoon was sighted in the starlight scope. At this time
a Night Hawk (I UH-I Flare Ship and 2 AK-iG Cobras) was circling on sta-
tion to the north of Patrol Base Frontier City. The perimeter was marked
utilizing smudge pots and railroad flares - the 81rm mortars fired a Section
2 rounds into the target area to mark; nexts the mortars fire Section I
round of illumination over the enemy target. Aith the target well de-
fined and the friendly position well marked, the battalion S3 called in
Night Hauk to engage the enemy force. The gunships from B Co, 25th Avia-
tion Battalion "rolled in" and killed 25 VC/NVA soldiers. At 2230 hours
an, 155rm and 10mm artilleryfired the first of t- Firecracker TOTs in
the area of contact, At 2300 hours the artillery completed the second TOT
and the secondary Light Fire Teem had expended its ordnance.

Immediately, the battalion S39 the senior officer at the position,
directed the tvo direct fire 105mm Howitzers to fire a pattern of Killer
Junior. The area to be covered was a 360P sweep ranging from 500-1000 meteir
from the wire. This mission was fired., and at 2330 hours all was momentar-
ily quiet at PB Frontier City, however, radar sightings were still very
heavy; starlight observation was continued,

At 260035 April the silence wa3 broken by the initial impacting rounds
of a hoavy mortar and rocket barrage. This shelling continued without
interruption, and at 0100 hours the VC/NVA launched a battalion sized at-
tack from the south in an attempt to breach the wire. The ire was blown
by a baga3.ore torpedo and 11 VC/NVA penetrated the barrier° Immediately,
the claymoros were blown in the penetration area, and the attack was blun-
ted. A 90=i recoillees rifle crew and tvo M-60 machine gun crews engaged
the enemy attempting to breach the barrier. Two Light Fire Teams that were
orbiting in the area %ere ordered to make W= passes from West to East
dropping the rounds along the outer wire in the midst of the attacking
enemy battalion. Thi:s was the beginning of the rout and destruc-
tion of the enemy force, They had been stopped in their attemnt to pene-
trate the wre, and they broke and fled towards the wood line to the south,

By this point in the battle the pattern for fire support had been ee-
tablished by the Battalion 33. 1O5u m Artillery fire was being placed to
the south and the southeast of the position; 17m.m Artillery fire was be-
ing placed south of the position; Light Fire Teams were covering the west
and east aides of the perimeter, and Spooky was also firing to the south whee
the main attack had occured, No fire vas baing placed on the north side

comn~yra4



C mFi TaL
AVU(DP
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3-32)(K-I),

of the position as there were no enemy activity in that area. At 260135
a USAF FAC was on station overhead in an OV-I0 He directed two airstrikes
(2 F40C and 2 F1OOs) on targets to the west of the positions, including two
.51 caliber anti-aircraft weapons positions.

The en-y suppressive fires continued heavy until 0230. Many of the
weapons and firing positions had been eliminated by air strikes, Light
Fire Teams and artilley which was placed to the rear of the attacking
force. In addition to the heavy indirect suppressive fires throughout
the attack, the enemy had also utilized five .51 cal machine guns in the
direct fire supporting role. Three ware firing on the position from the
south, one from the east, one from the west, Fur more .51 caliber
machine guns had been placed further out to provide anti-aircraft fires for
the attacking force. Those positions were destroyed or silenced by friend-
ly fires,

By 0330 hours, heavy eneny fire had terminated, and only sporadic weapons
fire was received for the remainder of the night. The combat forces con-
tinued to place fire on enemy targets of opportunity until 0630 hours,
At that time the battle terminated.

SOARY:

(1) Friendly expenditure - An inventory afte the battle indicated that
the following amounts of ordnance wee expended by US Fbrces:

(a) 11 Light Fir Teams (22 Oobras - AH-1C)
(b) 3 Spocky aircraft ( 16,000 rds 7.62mm each)
(r.) i Shadow aircraft (31,000 rds 7o62mm)
(d) 2000 rounds Artillery (mixed calibers)
(f) 10 - 500 lb bombs and 10 napalm cannisters (2F4C & 2 FIO0 AC)
(f) 800 8.mm mortar rounds
(g) 150 claymores
(h) 200 90mm Heat rounds
i) 1500 M79 rounds
(j) 200 frag grenades
(k) 50,C00 rounds of 7.62 (LMD)
(1) 70,000 rounds of 5.56 (M16)

(2) Enemy ordance expended (Suppressive Fire):
(a) 15 107mm rockets
(b) 18) M rounds
(c) 275 82am and 60mm mortar rounds

(3) Communications - The complete battle was controlled by the norual
SCommand Net authorized by 700 supplemented by phone communications

within *,e base. The Battalion S3, who was the senior officer on the scme,
utilized an AN/RC-25 radio to control the total action.

Some enemy jamming was experienced just before the apsault started.
However, it was strong enough to affect only the Company Command Net at

* CowairaL
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Patrol Base Frontier City. None of the other US units in the vicinity ex-
perierced any radio JiLng.

(4) Initial Engaganent - Eemy forces were initially engaged by direct
fire weapons at a range of 950 meters,

(5) Enmy Penetration - The VC/NVA forces penetrated the wire barrier
at one location, This was stopped as discussed in the narrative. No bun-
kers were penetrated.

12 (C)REMJTS:

a. Friearl 1 US IWAo

b. Enmy loeses:

Captured: 214 KIA (Body Count)
6 Prisoners-of-War

27 AK-47z

27 RPG Launchers
4 60rm Mortars
1 .51 caliber machinegun
5 Light Machinegun

10 SCS Rifles
1 75mm Recoilless Rifle
1 107m Rocket Launcher
I 82m Mortar

Destroyed: 102 Hand Grenades
30 BUG Rounds
17 60m Mortar Rounds
1 82m Mortar Round
4 57= Recoilless Rifle Rounds
4 Bangalore Torpedoes

$700 Snall Arms Rounds
100 Ibs Web GP r

The area round the patrol base was swept by US Fbrces.

13. AEIINISTRATIVE MATERS:

a, Supply, The patrol base concept developed by this division in-
cludee an initial build up of supplies to allow the base to be self sup.
porting in case of a sustained ground attack0 This is necessary since
the patrol base concept anticipates that the eneny will attack the posi-
tion. We select the fighting ground,

Twenty-one CH-47 Supply Sorties were flown the first day to establish
Patrol Bae Frontier City, This included a basic load of rations, al.
though two hot meals (breakf ct and supper) would be fed when possible.
The fo1odwg awunts of &munition wers on hand:
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900 rounds 1Omm IS (Killer Junior)
800 rounds 81= HE and Illumination

-J0 rounds Claymore Mines (15 per bunker)
200 rounds 90n Heat and Cannister

6 cases Trip Fl.ares
70,000 rounds 7.62m= (M60)

100,000 rounds 5.5&m (H16)

After the heavy firing ceased, a 9 ship lift of UA-I helicopters
brought in an assorted load of amurntIon reosupply.

b. Maintenance - Only first, echelon maintenance was performed in the
area of Patrol Base Frontier City. This was done by individuals and crews
of crew-served weapons.

C. Transportation:
(I) Helicopters were the principal neans of transportation.
(2) Rafts - See "Special equ.pmen. and techniques" below (par 14.b)

d, Medical evacuation - None requir,4 durinr the contact,

14. Special Equipment c.cd Techniques

a, Ra id Defense Constructiogn - The ,.echnques of establishing a
hardened company fighting postion in 9 hours (discussed under "Execution"
above) is considered unique in itselfo Under the operating conditions
which existed in the area of PB Frontier Wty., it was imperative that
adequate defenses be complete by night fall the first day. This um
accomplished.

b. "tin oD7 Bullozer - An M4T69 5 fl: at reinforced raft was
used to move a D7 Bulldozer to the site. The route of movement utilized
the Vami Co Dong and Rath Bao Canal, The final portion of the trip Wes
made "walkina' the bulldozer overland with an infantry escort. This
method eliminated ihe need for a lowboy, mechanized escort and a long
and tedious road opeing operation, The mine threat was essentially
by-passed.

c, Posit-on Mm-in& - Smudge pots and railroad flares Were use to
mark clearly friendly positions from the air. This facilitated control
of airstrikes and gunships,

d. Specific Firing Areas - Specific firing areas were established
for each Of-the supporting weapons being aeployera in the area. The
specific areas designated were discussed under "Eoecution",
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e. Command and G(ntrol - The battalion S3 conducted the integrated
air-ground defens- from atop the 20 foot radar tower located in the center
of the Patrol Base. This location had cartain unique advantages over a
command and control aircraft; it was located at, he center of the action,
it reduced the number of aircraft over the area allowing light fire teems
and tactical aircraft more frecdom -.f action, the personal presence of a field
grade officer wou7d influence the action if necessary, and there was no
fuel limitation to precluie rwmaininr over the action at afl time

The battalion S3 had anticipated using the tower as a command post in
t -. event of an attack and ran direct telephone lines to the rifle company
comma;nders GP, the 105m Hovitzer and the 81m mortar firing positions,
Two AN/PRC-25s wcre empizrd; one on the battalion command net and one on
the brigade command net. During the conduct of the defense, Ath the
rifle company commander on the ground, the battalior S-3 on a twenty
foot observation tower and the brigade comrander overheac in a uh-I command
and control helicopter, a totem pole comLand structure -as obtained physically
as well as militarily,

15o (U) WNCLUSIONS Patrol Base Frontier City was the fifth base of
this type to be established along the Cambodian Frontier. Although the
battle at PB Frontier City was fought as a defense of a strong point, the
basic concept is one of pre-emption - by meezing the enemy on carefully
selected and prepared ground of our choosing we were able to deliver a crip-
plirg defeat to major enemy maneuver elements.

FOR THE COANDER-

3 Incl s/ Robert L. Fair
1. Map t/ ROBERT L. FAIR

-. evrle. blonel.9 GS

.3.sket-h Chief of Staff
Incis 2 and 3 to Incl 3 wd Hq, DA
A TRUE WPY

HI AEL D. KEATIN2
Majorp Armor
Division Historian
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